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P A N I S H ,  S H E A  &  B O Y L E  L L P
PANISH, SHEA, & BOYLE (PS&B) will not accept simply letting its 
reputation speak for itself. The plaintiffs’ lawyers decades of 
work and their legendary aggression have made a difference 
in the lives of the thousands of individuals and their families 
who have been harmed, either physically or financially, through 
corporations’ negligence and disregard for human life. 
Whereas many firms work to reach a place where their name 
alone is enough to provoke a settlement offer, PS&B is not in 
the business of getting its clients anything less than maximum 
compensation. The firm’s attorneys are there to go to court, 
and they make their intentions known from the start. “We push 
the ball down the field and always end up in the end zone,” 
says Brian Panish. 

IT IS PRECISELY THIS REFUSAL TO ACCEPT anything other than full and 
fair compensation for their clients that allows the lawyers at PS&B 
to devote their entire focus to seeking justice for those who have 
been catastrophically injured in plane, train, and automobile  
accidents, by defective products, harmful pharmaceuticals, and 
business fraud. Working on a contingency basis (that is, no fee 
unless they win), the firm represents a wide array of people and 
families, ranging from below-the-poverty line immigrants to 
entertainment industry moguls and titans of corporate America, 
all of whom are seeking the same mutual justice. “All of our  
clients have one thing in common: they have been put in awful 
situations but have the courage to fight,” says Adam Shea.

IT’S NO SECRET THAT PS&B RELISHES seeing corporations and  
insurance companies pay for their wrongdoing; it’s a combination 
of this satisfaction and an unrelenting confidence in the facts of 
their cases that drives the firm’s attorneys to the courtroom where 
most other attorneys would settle. The defendants that the firm 
typically goes up against are wealthy and intimidating corporate 
and government entities, many of which have become blind to 
the implications of their actions (or inactions); PS&B refuses to be 
daunted by size or stature. 

THE AGGRESSIVE FIRM EMBRACES TRIAL where most others would 
choose to seek settlement. The firm recently obtained a  
multi-million dollar verdict for the parents of a 39 year-old 
severely mentally and physically disabled man who choked to 
death when left unattended by a care facility (Don Dino 
Dominguez v. SCLARC). The firm also recently obtained a  
$21 million verdict for a 29 year-old Iraq war veteran who was 
injured in an auto-accident shortly after returning home from 
the war (Nelsen v. Hillyard). The firm is currently preparing for 
trial in several high-profile aviation disaster cases, as well as 
serving as Lead Counsel for the victims of the Chatsworth 
Metrolink Train Disaster. “We would like to try them all, but the 
smarter defendants don’t always let us get in front of a jury,” 
says Kevin Boyle.

All three eponymous partners have been named 
for inclusion as the Los Angeles area’s Best 
Lawyers®, to add to the other accolades they’ve 
collected over the years. Their lawyers have been 
named in the “100 Most Influential Lawyers in 
Nation” by The National Law Journal, Trial Lawyer 
of the Year by the Consumer Attorneys of Los 
Angeles, and the “Top 100 Lawyers in California” 
by The Daily Journal. The firm itself was the only 
Los Angeles-area law firm to be named a “Top 12 
Plaintiffs Law Firms in the Nation” by the NLJ.

F I R M  F A C T :
Among numerous other 
records, PS&B has 
obtained the largest 
product liability verdict 
in U.S. history and the 
largest single-plaintiff 
personal injury verdict 
in California history.

11111 Santa Monica Blvd. Suite 700 
Los Angeles,  CA 90025 
Ph: 310.477.1700 Fax: 310.477.1699
www.psblaw.com
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WILLIAM SHERNOFF has been the crucial force  
in the evolution of bad faith law for many years. His many 
landmark decisions have included an $86 million settlement 
related to the fire at Las Vegas’ MGM Grand Hotel and a jury 
verdict for the American Samoa Government for claims  
stemming from a hurricane resulting in payment of over  
$100 million. Recently, his efforts resulted in large health 
insurers agreeing to pay over $50 million in damages to  
people whose health insurance policies had been wrongfully 
canceled. Shernoff ’s staunch refusal to be intimidated by  
even the largest insurance companies has helped earn him a  
premiere reputation in the field. “Navigating giant corporate 
bureaucracies is tough enough in the best of health. Try doing 
it right after you’ve just had open-heart surgery or been diag-
nosed with cancer,” he says.

MICHAEL BIDART leads the firm’s HMO Litigation and 
Property/Casualty Departments. Mr. Bidart has been a key 
player in many fundamental decisions that have shaped  
insurance law, such as the $121 million jury verdict against 
Aetna (the largest jury verdict ever rendered against an 
HMO). Mr. Bidart is a Fellow of the American Board of  
Trial Advocates, American College of Trial Lawyers, and 
International Academy of Trial Lawyers. He has been  
recognized as one of the “100 Most Influential Lawyers in 
California” by the Los Angeles Daily Journal legal publication,  
as well as receiving annual recognition as one of the 100 top 
Super Lawyers.

FRANK DARRAS manages the disability and long-term 
care insurance department, which is the largest in the United 
States. Fielding referrals from all over the country, Mr. Darras 
has a diverse client list that ranges from sports figures and 
business professionals to pro bono clients. Listed as a Los 
Angeles County Super Lawyer, he is also a member of the Ten 
Million Dollar Rainmaker circle, a distinction given to attor-
neys generating more that $10 million in annual legal fees.

RICARDO ECHEVERRIA handles liability, property  
and HMO cases. His distinguished trial record includes a  
$7.2 million jury verdict in Minnesota Federal Court, a $5.1 
million jury verdict for 2003 wildfire victims, a $3.6 million 
jury verdict for an active duty Marine whose insurance  
company denied a $75,000 water loss claim, a $1.9 million 
verdict on behalf of the City of Long Beach against their 
insurance carrier and a $1.8 million jury verdict for a  
computer software developer. He has received nominations  
for the Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles Trial 
Lawyer of the Year award in 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009, and 
was a finalist for the Consumer Attorneys of California 
Consumer Attorney of the Year award in 2007 and 2009.

The firm is not content just to 
recover the claim; they believe 
that the insurance company 
should be punished for its actions 
in the form of additional punitive 
damages. “People are uniquely 
vulnerable when they have  
suffered through these types of 
calamities. When an insurance 
company wrongfully denies  
coverage, it’s not enough to make 
it do what it should have done in 
the first place,” says Mr. Bidart.

600 South Indian Hill Boulevard
Claremont, CA 91711
Ph: 909.621.4935 Fax: 909.625.6915
www.sbdelaw.com

   SHERNOFF BIDART  
         DARRAS ECHEVERRIA LLP

“Navigating giant corporate bureaucracies is tough enough in the best of health”

F I R M  F A C T :
Founding Partner 
William Shernoff is  
credited with pioneer-
ing the practice of bad 
faith insurance law with 
his 1979 victory, Egan v. 
Mutual of Omaha. The 
firm has now recovered 
more than $1 billion in 
verdicts and settlements 
for their clients.

Ricardo Echeverria

Evangeline F. Grossman

Gregory L. Bentley

Frank N. Darras

Michael J. Bidart
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1126 WILSHIRE BLVD. 
LOS ANGELES,  CA 90017
PH: 213.977.0211 FAX: 213.481.1554
WWW.GIRARDIKEESE.COM

David R. Lira

Thomas V. Girardi

“I REALIZE  
THAT THE  
ONLY THING 
CORPORATE 
AMERICA  
LISTENS TO IS 
JURY VERDICTS” 
 – THOMAS GIRARDI

G I R A R D I  |  K E E S E

CORPORATIONS NOW MUST WORK HARDER than ever  
to cover their wrongdoings, as legendary plaintiff’s  
personal injury firm Girardi | Keese continues to 
stand up for those individuals that have been  
seriously injured, whether by physical harm, property 
damage, or damage to economic interests. 

EVEN FOLLOWING SUCCESSFUL SUITS against the makers 
of harmful drugs such as Vioxx (which resulted in a 
$4.85 billion settlement and the removal of the  
product from the shelves), the firm continues along 
the hauntingly familiar path of cleaning up the  
disasters left in the wake of the reckless conduct 
committed by companies out to turn a profit, as with 
its current litigation against the makers of Avandia,  
a diabetes drug known to cause to heart attacks and 
strokes. “They’re all based in the principle of  
corporate greed, which keeps replicating itself.  
It’s the main motivating factor behind all of our 
cases,” says founding partner Tom Girardi. 

GIRARDI | KEESE, WHICH IS MOST FAMOUSLY KNOWN 
for its work in the contaminated drinking water 
class action suit that found notoriety in the movie  
Erin Brockovich, has continued to hallow its halls 
since its 1965 foundation, accruing some of the 
legal industry’s most luminary figures and the 
country’s most impactful decisions. The firm’s  
ranks include the President Elect of the Los 
Angeles Trial Lawyers Association, a member of 
the Board of Governors of the State Bar, and 
twelve members of the American Board of Trial 
Advocates. Mr. Girardi himself is an immediate 
past-President of the 500-member International 
Academy of Trial Lawyers, a past-National 
President of the American Board of Trial 
Advocates, and was most recently appointed to 
the Judicial Counsel, which acts as the governing 
body of the entire California court system.

ON TOP OF THE CONTINUED LITIGATION for a suit  
frustratingly similar to the PG&E case of the late 90s, 
which addresses the massive amounts of chromium 
that cement manufacturer TXI knowingly released 
near their plant in Riverside, the firm’s energies and 
goodwill are now being channeled into helping the 
city of Carson assist its residents, whose homes were 
built atop tainted land sold to developers by Shell 
Oil. Though there is nothing to be done by way of 
repairs—the benzene levels in the area are 100,000x 
the recommendation—the firm is in the midst of 
doing what it does best: making sure that the  
company responsible for the damage is actually  
held responsible for the damage. 

“AS I GET OLDER, I REALIZE THAT THE ONLY THING  
corporate America listens to is jury verdicts. The  
SEC is not protecting your stocks, and the FDA is 
not protecting you from the medicine you’re  
consuming. Really, the only vehicle that helps  
people is these cases in which bad conduct can  
be viewed by jurors who say ‘This is terrible’,”  
says Mr. Girardi.  
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JAFFE AND CLEMENS

Selected For  
Inclusion In  

The Best Lawyers  
in America®

Bruce A. Clemens 
Daniel J. Jaffe  

David M. Luboff 
William S. Ryden

Creative Family Law Settlements and Extraordinary Trials. 

Serving  
high net 

worth clients 
for over  

four 
decades—
discretely,  
efficiently, 

and  
effectively.

From Left:Stephanie Barnett, Lorna Riff, Frisco Fayer, Charles Wake, Todd Maron, Mark Mahler, William Ryden, Nancy Braden-Parker, 
David Luboff, Bruce Clemens, Robert Stanley, Judy Jason, Sandra Mendell and Daniel Jaffe (seated).

Southern
California’s
Southern

California’s
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This list is excerpted from the 2010 edition of The Best Lawyers in America®, the 
preeminent referral guide to the legal profession in the United States. Published 

for more than a quarter of a century, Best Lawyers® lists attorneys in 79 specialties, 
representing all 50 states and the District of Columbia, who have been chosen 
through an exhaustive survey in which thousands of the nation’s top lawyers confiden-
tially evaluate their professional peers. The 2010 edition of Best Lawyers, which was 
published in November 2009, is based on more than 2.8 million evaluations of lawyers 
by other lawyers.

The method used to compile Best Lawyers remains unchanged since the first edi-
tion was compiled more than 26 years ago. Lawyers are chosen for inclusion based 
solely on a vote of their peers. Listings cannot be bought, and no purchase is required 
to be included. In this regard, Best Lawyers remains the gold standard of reliability 
and integrity in lawyer ratings.

The nomination pool for the 2010 edition consisted of all lawyers whose names 
appeared in the previous edition of Best Lawyers, lawyers who were nominated since 
the previous survey, and new nominees solicited from listed attorneys. In general, law-
yers were asked to vote only on nominees in their own specialty in their own jurisdic-
tion. Lawyers in closely related specialties were asked to vote across specialties, as 
were lawyers in smaller jurisdictions. Where specialties are national or international in 
nature, lawyers were asked to vote nationally as well as locally. Voting lawyers were 
also given an opportunity to offer more detailed comments on nominees. 

Voting lawyers were provided this general guideline for determining if a nominee 
should be listed: “If you had a close friend or relative who needed a real estate lawyer 
(for example), and you could not handle the case yourself, to whom would you refer 
them?” All votes and comments were solicited with a guarantee of confidentiality – a 
critical factor in the viability and validity of Best Lawyers surveys. To ensure the rigor of 
the selection process, lawyers were urged to use only their highest standards when 
voting, and to evaluate each nominee based only on his or her individual merits. The 
additional comments were used to make more accurate comparisons between voting 
patterns and weight votes accordingly. Best Lawyers uses various methodological 
tools to identify and correct for anomalies in both the nomination and voting process.

Ultimately, of course, a lawyer’s inclusion is based on the subjective judgments of 
his or her fellow attorneys. While it is true that the lists may at times disproportionate-
ly reward visibility or popularity, the breadth of the survey, the candor of the respon-
dents, and the sophistication of the polling methodology largely correct for any bias-
es. For all these reasons, Best Lawyers lists continue to represent the most reliable, 
accurate and useful guide to the legal profession in the United States.

Best Lawyers lists are available at www.bestlawyers.com. “Best Lawyers” and “The 
Best Lawyers in America” are registered trademarks of Woodward/White, Inc.

A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA’S LEGAL TALENT
Southern California’s Best Lawyers® helps take the mystery out of 
locating a high-quality advocate to protect you, your family, your 
business and all other assets. Keep this comprehensive guide 
available for those times when you need a first-rate advocate to 
assist you. The lawyers listed in Southern California’s Best Lawyers 
are happy to help.
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1875 CENTURY PARK EAST,  23RD FLOOR,  LOS ANGELES,  CA 90067
www.birdmarel la.com

BIRD, MARELLA, BOXER, WOLPERT, NESSIM, DROOKS & LINCENBERG

THE AMERICAN LAWYER DESCRIBES Bird, Marella, Boxer, 
Wolpert, Nessim, Drooks & Lincenberg as one of the 
nation’s great specialty litigation firms. The firm’s twenty-
eight attorneys specialize in white collar criminal defense 
and civil business litigation.

ON THE CRIMINAL SIDE, Terry Bird, Vincent Marella, Ronald 
Nessim, and Gary Lincenberg are all regularly selected by 
their peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America®. 
They have well over one hundred trials among them.  
All four are alumni of the United States Attorney’s Office, 
know how to try cases, and understand how their opponents 
think. The firm specializes in corporate internal investigations 
and has been particularly successful in killing cases before 
they are filed. There is no white-collar criminal case the firm 
cannot handle, from complex tax and securities fraud cases 
to environmental, health care, and intellectual property 
offenses. The firm’s lawyers have recently won significant  
victories in the criminal arena, including recent acquittals  
and dismissals in health care fraud, money laundering, false 
statement, and contempt cases.  

THE FIRM’S BIGGEST WHITE COLLAR VICTORIES, however, are the 
ones you do not hear about on television or read about in 
the newspaper. The ability to avoid charges or craft favorable 
settlements is critical, and for the attorneys at Bird, Marella, it 
is something they do time and again for the corporations, 
executives and other professionals they represent. 
Prosecutors are aggressive, and defense attorneys must be 

more creative and stay in tune with the inner workings 
of the government to gain every edge for their clients. 

THE STAKES IN CIVIL CASES ARE ALSO HIGH. Cost-effective 
lawyering at Bird, Marella means winning both the battle 
and the war for their clients, who pay reasonable fees for 
top flight legal counsel. In the civil litigation arena, Bird, 
Marella represents plaintiffs and defendants in securities, 
entertainment, class actions, real estate, professional 
negligence, and intellectual property disputes in state 
and federal courts. The firm also represents litigation 
committees for corporations facing derivative suits.  
The firm’s lawyers have recently won major trial victories 
in entertainment, real property, contract partnership and 
shareholder disputes in the civil arena.

THE FIRM BRINGS A HIGH LEVEL OF CREDIBILITY within the 
judicial system. Mr. Bird has sat on the President’s Judicial 
Advisory Committee. Mr. Marella and Mr. Nessim have 
served as chairs of the American Bar Association’s White 
Collar Crime Committee. Mr. Lincenberg has served  
as the President of the Federal Bar Association in  
Los Angeles and is currently a National Vice Chairman  
of the American Bar Association’s White Collar  
Crime Committee.

WHEN SOPHISTICATED CLIENTS find themselves in trouble 
and in need of criminal and/or civil representation, 
Bird, Marella is where they turn.

Ronald Nessim Terry Bird Gary LincenbergVincent Marella
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ADMINISTRATIVE LAW

Fenigstein & Kaufman | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES ROBERT LAHANA

Fenton & Nelson | Los Angeles, CA 
HENRY R. FENTON

Law Office of John D. Harwell | Manhattan Beach, CA 
JOHN D. HARWELL

McDermott Will & Emery | Los Angeles, CA 
TERESE A. MOSHER BELURIS, DONALD A. GOLDMAN, J. 
PETER RICH

Theodora, Oringher, Miller & Richman | Los Angeles, CA 
ARTHUR ROBERT CHENEN

ADVERTISING LAW

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT A. DARWELL

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION

ADR Services, Inc. | Los Angeles, CA
VICTORIA PYNCHON, ESQ.
310.201.0010 | Page 32

ADR Services Inc. | Los Angeles, CA 
ELEANOR OTHS BARR, DENISE R. MADIGAN, EUGENE 
CHARLES MOSCOVITCH, RALPH O. WILLIAMS III

Emily Boyle Dispute Resolution
EMILY BOYLE
213.629.8720 | Page 32

Factor Mediation & Arbitration | Los Angeles, CA 
MAX FACTOR III

First Mediation Corporation | Encino, CA 
JEFFREY KRIVIS, MARIAM ZADEH

Fulbright & Jaworski | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD R. MAINLAND

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
CHRISTINE W.S. BYRD

Irell & Manella | Newport Beach, CA 
LAYN R. PHILLIPS

James N. Adler Mediation & Arbitration | Los Angeles, CA
JAMES N. ADLER
310.209.8548 | Page 32

JAMS | Los Angeles, CA
ALEXANDER S. POLSKY
714.501.1321 | Page 29

JAMS | Los Angeles, CA 
GEORGE D. CALKINS II, RICHARD CHERNICK,  
STEVEN J. STONE, DICKRAN M. TEVRIZIAN

JAMS | Orange, CA 
JOHN K. TROTTER, JR.

JAMS | Santa Monica, CA 
VIGGO BOSERUP, KENNETH C. GIBBS

Judicate West | Long Beach, CA 
JAY CORDELL HORTON, MICHAEL D. MOORHEAD

Judicate West | Los Angeles, CA 
RUSSELL A. BOSTROM, JANET RUBIN FIELDS

Judicate West | Santa Ana, CA 
TROY D. ROE, WILLIAM SHEFFIELD

Kaufer Mediation Services | Calabasas, CA 
LAUREL G. KAUFER

Knobbe, Martens, Olson & Bear | Irvine, CA 
DON W. MARTENS

Kyriacou Mediation | Burbank, CA 
GIG KYRIACOU

McIvers & Slater | Santa Barbara, CA 
KEVIN T. MCIVERS

Mediation Offices of Steve Cerveris | Toluca Lake, CA 
STEVEN CERVERIS

Professional Mediation & Arbitration | Los Angeles, CA 
DEBORAH J. ROTHMAN

Robert H. Logan | Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 
ROBERT H. LOGAN

Sheldon Mak Rose & Anderson | Pasadena, CA 
LES J. WEINSTEIN

The Wagner Law Firm | San Juan Capistrano, CA 
JOHN LEO WAGNER

ANTITRUST LAW

Arnold & Porter | Los Angeles, CA 
RONALD C. REDCAY

Blecher & Collins | Los Angeles, CA 
MAXWELL M. BLECHER

Dorsey & Whitney | Irvine, CA 
JUAN C. BASOMBRIO

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT E. COOPER, DANIEL G. SWANSON

Hughes Hubbard & Reed | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM T. BISSET

Kaye Scholer | Los Angeles, CA 
ATON ARBISSER

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
CHARLES H. SAMEL

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Costa Mesa, CA 
MARTIN J. THOMPSON

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Los Angeles, CA 
CHAD S. HUMMEL

Munger, Tolles & Olson | Los Angeles, CA 
BRADLEY S. PHILLIPS

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
DARRYL L. SNIDER

Sullivan & Cromwell | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL H. STEINBERG

APPELLATE LAW

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld | Los Angeles, CA 
REX S. HEINKE, WILLIAM A. NORRIS

Appellate Law Office of William J. Kopeny | Irvine, CA 
WILLIAM J. KOPENY

Baker Hostetler | Los Angeles, CA 
THOMAS D. WARREN

Charlotte E. Costan | Burbank, CA 
CHARLOTTE E. COSTAN

Crowell & Moring | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL J. LIGHTFOOT

Dennis A. Fischer | Santa Monica, CA 
DENNIS A. FISCHER

Edward J. Horowitz | Los Angeles, CA 
EDWARD J. HOROWITZ

Grassini & Wrinkle | Woodland Hills, CA
ROLAND WRINKLE
818.348.1717 | Page 15

Greines, Martin, Stein & Richland | Los Angeles, CA 
IRVING H. GREINES, ROBIN MEADOW, ROBERT A. OLSON, 
MARC J. POSTER, BARBARA W. RAVITZ, KENT L. RICHLAND, 
MARTIN STEIN

Haight, Brown & Bonesteel | Los Angeles, CA 
RITA GUNASEKARAN

Horvitz & Levy | Encino, CA 
PETER ABRAHAMS, DAVID M. AXELRAD, FREDERIC D. 
COHEN, CURT CUTTING, DAVID S. ETTINGER, DANIEL J. 
GONZALEZ, ELLIS J. HORVITZ, BARRY R. LEVY, LISA 
PERROCHET, MARY CHRISTINE SUNGAILA, JOHN A. 
TAYLOR, JR., MITCHELL C. TILNER, S. THOMAS TODD, H. 
THOMAS WATSON

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
GREGORY R. SMITH

Iungerich & Spackman | Rolling Hills Estates, CA 
RUSSELL IUNGERICH

Jones Day | Los Angeles, CA 
ELWOOD LUI

Kendall Brill & Klieger | Los Angeles, CA 
LAURA W. BRILL

Kirkland & Ellis | Los Angeles, CA 
KENNETH W. STARR

Lascher & Lascher | Ventura, CA 
WENDY C. LASCHER

Law Office of Barry Fischer | Los Angeles, CA 
BARRY FISCHER

Law Office of Harvey M. Grossman | Los Angeles, CA 
HARVEY M. GROSSMAN

Law Office of Robert S. Gerstein | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT S. GERSTEIN

THE LANIER LAW FIRM, PC
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Founded by acclaimed courtroom attorney Mark Lanier,  
The Lanier Law Firm maintains a national presence with offices 
in California, Texas and New York. In Los Angeles, the firm is led 

by preeminent litigator Dana B. Taschner, previously honored by the 
American Bar Association as the “Sole Practitioner of the Year” among a 
pool of more than 400,000 eligible U.S. lawyers. Mr. Lanier is a repeat 
honoree in The Best Lawyers in America®, and won a $253 million verdict 
in the nation’s first Vioxx trial.

For more than 20 years, Mr. Lanier, Mr. Taschner and attorneys at 
The Lanier Law Firm have represented individuals and corporate clients 
in high-stakes legal actions in courtrooms throughout the United States 
and jurisdictions across the globe. Best known for record-setting cases 
involving pharmaceutical drugs and exposure to asbestos, The Lanier 
Law Firm also handles significant medical malpractice claims, serious 
personal injury matters, and maritime cases involving the Jones Act. The 
firm also represents select corporate clients in complex 
commercial litigation, bankruptcy litigation, and interna-
tional arbitration matters.

“Our work in California has been an unqualified success 
because of the way that Dana and our attorneys approach 
every case,” says Mr. Lanier. “Many law firms are only inter-

ested in signing up cases, but that’s not the way we do things. Our clients 
know that a trial-tested lawyer is working on their case and keeping them 
informed every step of the way.”

Mr. Taschner is well-known in the international legal community 
based on his track record in cases involving defective products and 
dangerous pharmaceutical drugs, as well as representing corporate cli-
ents in commercial, intellectual property, and technology  
litigation as well as international arbitration matters. Mr. Taschner’s 
work in state and federal courtrooms has been the subject of media 
coverage from such well-known outlets as CNN, CNBC and CBS’  
60 Minutes, among others. His efforts have resulted in nationwide 
product recalls, new case law, and significant changes in corporate  
and government policies.

Mr. Lanier is widely regarded as one of the top trial lawyers in the 
United States. The National Law Journal has named him among the 

country’s Top 10 Trial Attorneys on two different occasions 
as well as listing him among the 100 Most Influential 
Lawyers in America. A regular guest on CNBC’s Squawk 
Box, Mr. Lanier also serves as an expert legal source for 
such esteemed publications as The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal and The Los Angeles Times.

2029 Century Park East, 14th Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90067

Selected For  
Inclusion In  

The Best Lawyers  
in America®

Mark Lanier

THE LANIER LAW FIRM, PC

Dana B. Taschner and Mark Lanier

Amy Cantrell



2 0 1 0  S U R V E Y  R E S U L T S

12  SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA’S BEST LAWYERS For more info go to www.law.com/socalbest

Lewis, Brisbois, Bisgaard & Smith | Los Angeles, CA 
ROY G. WEATHERUP

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL M. BERGER

Mark A. Hart | Northridge, CA 
MARK A. HART

Morrison & Foerster | Los Angeles, CA 
SHIRLEY M. HUFSTEDLER

Richards, Watson & Gershon | Los Angeles, CA 
MITCHELL E. ABBOTT

Robert E. Hinerfeld | Santa Monica, CA 
ROBERT E. HINERFELD

Schonbrun, DeSimone, Seplow, Harris & Hoffman | Venice, CA 
PAUL L. HOFFMAN

Sidley Austin | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES M. HARRIS

Snell & Wilmer | Costa Mesa, CA 
RICHARD A. DEREVAN

Stephen A. Kroft | Marina Del Rey, CA 
STEPHEN A. KROFT

Tarlow & Berk | Los Angeles, CA 
BARRY TARLOW

BANKING LAW

Bingham McCutchen | Los Angeles, CA 
ANTHONY R. CALLOBRE

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
DENNIS B. ARNOLD, BRIAN D. KILB

Harry C. Sigman | Los Angeles, CA 
HARRY C. SIGMAN

Jeffer, Mangels, Butler & Marmaro | Los Angeles, CA 
BARRY V. FREEMAN

K&L Gates | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM P. WADE

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
GLEN B. COLLYER, JOHN M. JAMESON, JOHN E. MENDEZ

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Costa Mesa, CA 
ELLEN R. MARSHALL

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Los Angeles, CA 
GORDON M. BAVA, T. HALE BOGGS III, GENE R. ELERDING, 
T. J. GRASMICK, PAUL H. IRVING, THOMAS D. PHELPS, 
WILLIAM T. QUICKSILVER, HAROLD P. REICHWALD, CHARLES 
E. WASHBURN, JR.

Mayer Brown | Los Angeles, CA 
WARREN R. LOUI, BRIAN E. NEWHOUSE

McDermott Will & Emery | Los Angeles, CA 
GARY B. ROSENBAUM

McGuireWoods | Los Angeles, CA 
GARY D. SAMSON

Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy | Los Angeles, CA 
EDWIN F. FEO

Morrison & Foerster | Los Angeles, CA 
HENRY M. FIELDS, JOSEPH GABAI, KATHRYN I. 
JOHNSTONE, PAULINE M. STEVENS, DONNA J. ZENOR

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
MATTHEW T. KIRBY

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe | Los Angeles, CA 
ALAN G. BENJAMIN

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN FRANCIS HILSON, JENNIFER ST. JOHN YOUNT

Proskauer Rose | Los Angeles, CA 
STEVEN O. WEISE

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Costa Mesa, CA 
DEAN A. DEMETRE

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN D. BERCHILD, JR., DAVID J. MCCARTY

Snell & Wilmer | Costa Mesa, CA 
JOSEPH L. COLEMAN

Stroock & Stroock & Lavan | Los Angeles, CA 
JULIA B. STRICKLAND

Sullivan & Cromwell | Los Angeles, CA 
HYDEE R. FELDSTEIN

White & Case | Los Angeles, CA 
NEIL W. RUST

BANKRUPTCY AND  
CREDITOR-DEBTOR RIGHTS LAW

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID P. SIMONDS

Arent Fox | Los Angeles, CA 
METTE H. KURTH

David Gould | Calabasas, CA 
DAVID GOULD

Ervin, Cohen & Jessup | Beverly Hills, CA 
PETER A. DAVIDSON, BYRON Z. MOLDO, DAVID SEROR

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Irvine, CA 
OSCAR GARZA, CRAIG MILLET

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
DENNIS B. ARNOLD

Greenberg Traurig | Santa Monica, CA 
MICHAEL H. GOLDSTEIN

Hennigan, Bennett & Dorman | Los Angeles, CA 
BRUCE BENNETT

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
MILTON B. HYMAN

Irell & Manella | Newport Beach, CA 
JEFFREY M. REISNER

Jones Day | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD L. WYNNE

Kaye Scholer | Los Angeles, CA 
MARC S. COHEN

Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & Stern | Los Angeles, CA 
LEE R. BOGDANOFF, DANIEL J. BUSSEL, KENNETH N. KLEE, 
THOMAS E. PATTERSON, DAVID M. STERN, MICHAEL L. 
TUCHIN

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
PETER GILHULY, ROBERT A. KLYMAN, MICHAEL S. LUREY

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Los Angeles, CA 
ALAN M. FELD, IVAN L. KALLICK

Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy | Los Angeles, CA 
GREGORY A. BRAY, THOMAS R. KRELLER, ROBERT J. MOORE

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD W. ESTERKIN

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
EVAN M. JONES, MATTHEW T. KIRBY, BEN H. LOGAN III, 
STEPHEN H. WARREN

Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones | Los Angeles, CA 
BRAD R. GODSHALL, ROBERT B. ORGEL, RICHARD M. 
PACHULSKI

Peitzman, Weg & Kempinsky | Los Angeles, CA 
LAWRENCE PEITZMAN, HOWARD J. WEG

Dan Callahan

C A L L A H A N  &  B L A I N E Dan Callahan covers all the bases for his clients.   
On the one hand, he is known and respected as one 
of the top trial attorneys in the nation.  For example, 
he is the man responsible for the largest jury verdict 
in Orange County history, a $934 million jury verdict 
in a breach-of-contact suit.  Likewise, he recently 
obtained the largest personal injury settlement in 
United States history, a $50 million settlement for 
two women in a complex municipal liability matter.  
On the other hand, in every case he handles, Mr. 
Callahan is always concerned first and foremost for 
his clients’ finances.  Although he has achieved more 
than $1.5 billion in verdicts and settlements in the 
last five years alone, Mr. Callahan begins each case 
by sitting down and determining his clients’ true 
objectives and needs.  To that end, he wants his cli-
ents’ judgment to remain as unclouded by financial 
concerns as possible. He and his colleagues go to 
great lengths to wield their experience in obtaining 
insurance coverage to defray as much of the legal 
expenses as possible.

A founding member of the Association of 
Business Trial Lawyers and managing partner of the 
23-member boutique litigation firm Callahan & 
Blaine, Mr. Callahan and the other attorneys at the 
firm are also a rarity in the litigation field nowadays: 
they are lawyers that actually take both big personal 
injury cases and complex business litigation to trial, 
with little difference in their approach to either type 
of case. With clients that range from wronged  
individuals to companies such as 7UP and Ricoh,  
the firm tackles each case with the same level of 
comprehensive, high-quality work. 3 HUTTON CENTRE DRIVE, NINTH FLOOR, SANTA ANA, CA 92707

www.callahan-law.com

CALLAHAN & BLAINE

Amy Cantrell



Although formed only four years ago, the success 
of the three name partners in Ringler Kearney 
Alvarez LLP is anything but recent. For almost 

30 years, Jerome Ringler has achieved a record of  
success in the courtroom that is virtually unrivaled in 
California—and elsewhere. Consider this: Of the 76 
cases Mr. Ringler has tried to verdict, more than 21 
have resulted in awards in the seven- and eight-figure 
range. One class action verdict totaled $160 million,  
a recent personal injury verdict went for $12 million, 
and a misappropriation of trade secrets verdict was in 
the sum of $16 million. But RKA’s success is hardly 
limited to its first named partner.

In their more than 20 years together before teaming 
with Mr. Ringler, Thomas Kearney and Paul Alvarez specialized in 
complex and sophisticated business tort and class action litigation. 
In just the three years alone before RKA was formed, Mr. Kearney 
and Mr. Alvarez achieved settlements totaling more than  
$60 million. Now, the champion trial lawyer and these hard nosed 
class-action litigators have joined to create a firm whose blend of 
talents is virtually unmatched in the state. Indeed, there may be a 
handful of law firms that can blackboard a list of verdicts compara-
ble to Mr. Ringler’s, and an equally select group of class action 
firms with success comparable to Mr. Kearney’s and Mr. Alvarez’s. 

But no firm has the class action capability and trial skills 
that RKA offers. Illustrative of RKA’s class action capa-
bilities, just recently RKA achieved class certification in a 
business fraud class action where the damages exceed 
$250 million.

Mr. Ringler has long been listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America and has been included on the Top 100 
Southern California Super Lawyers list from 2004 to 
2010. He has served as president of the Los Angeles Trial 
Lawyers Association and is a member of the International 
Academy of Trial Lawyers. He has been honored as an 
ABOTA Diplomate and as a Master of ABOTA 
American Inns of Court.  Mr. Ringler was named “Trial 
Lawyer of the Year” on two occasions, first by the Los 

Angeles Trial Lawyers Association and later by Verdictum Juris.  Mr. 
Kearney and Mr. Alvarez have both been featured in the Los 
Angeles County Super Lawyer Magazine.

Partners Thom Peters and Paul Szumiak are both seasoned litigators 
with diverse talents and experience that match the complex and  
significant cases that RKA handles. Now with Ringler Kearney 
Alvarez, there is a firm in town that can as readily whomp a defendant 
on the way to class certification as close the deal in front of a jury.  And 
so it makes sense that the firm is highly selective in its choice of  
clientele, representing only plaintiffs in significant, high-stakes cases.

RINGLER KEARNEY ALVAREZ LLP
633 WEST FIFTH STREET, 28TH FLOOR, LOS ANGELES, CA 90071
PH: 213.473.1900 FAX: 213.473.1919  www.rkallp.com

Jerome Ringler 

has received  

jury verdicts  

in excess of  

$250 million  

for his clients

From Left: Paul G. Szumiak, Thomas A. Kearney, Jerome L. Ringler, Paul Alvarez, Thomas H. Peters
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Proskauer Rose | Los Angeles, CA 
MARTIN S. ZOHN

Ringstad & Sanders | Irvine, CA 
NANETTE D. SANDERS

RL Fein | Los Angeles, CA 
RONALD L. FEIN

Rus, Miliband & Smith | Irvine, CA
RONALD RUS
949.752.7100 | Page 21

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Costa Mesa, CA 
ALAN H. MARTIN

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD W. BRUNETTE, JR., DAVID J. MCCARTY

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Santa Barbara, CA 
JOEL R. OHLGREN

Sidley Austin | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD W. HAVEL, SALLY S. NEELY, RICHARD T. PETERS

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom | Los Angeles, CA 
VAN C. DURRER II

Steptoe & Johnson | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBBIN L. ITKIN

Stutman, Treister & Glatt | Los Angeles, CA 
JEFFREY H. DAVIDSON, HERMAN GLATT, ERIC D. 
GOLDBERG, ROBERT A. GREENFIELD, EVE H. KARASIK, 
GARY E. KLAUSNER, JEFFREY C. KRAUSE, RALPH R. MABEY, 
ISAAC M. PACHULSKI, STEPHAN M. RAY, K. JOHN SHAFFER, 
MARK S. WALLACE, GEORGE C. WEBSTER II

Sullivan & Cromwell | Los Angeles, CA 
HYDEE R. FELDSTEIN

The Lobel Firm | Newport Beach, CA 
WILLIAM N. LOBEL

Weiland Golden Smiley Wang-Ekvall & Strok | Costa Mesa, CA 
JEFFREY GOLDEN, EVAN SMILEY, PHILIP STROK

Winston & Strawn | Los Angeles, CA 
ERIC E. SAGERMAN

Winthrop Couchot | Newport Beach, CA 
PAUL J. COUCHOT, MARC J. WINTHROP

BET-THE-COMPANY LITIGATION

Bingham McCutchen | Santa Monica, CA 
BRUCE A. FRIEDMAN, MARSHALL B. GROSSMAN,  
GWYN D. QUILLEN

Blecher & Collins | Los Angeles, CA 
MAXWELL M. BLECHER

Browne Woods George | Los Angeles, CA 
ALLAN BROWNE

Crowell & Moring | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL L. CYPERS

Epstein Becker & Green | Los Angeles, CA 
HENRY SHIELDS, JR.

Foley & Lardner | Los Angeles, CA 
DENNIS E. KINNAIRD

Fulbright & Jaworski | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD R. MAINLAND

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Irvine, CA 
ROBERT PALMER, WAYNE W. SMITH

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT E. COOPER

Greenberg Glusker | Los Angeles, CA 
HARVEY R. FRIEDMAN

Greines, Martin, Stein & Richland | Los Angeles, CA 
IRVING H. GREINES

Hennigan, Bennett & Dorman | Los Angeles, CA 
J. MICHAEL HENNIGAN

Hillel Chodos | Los Angeles, CA 
HILLEL CHODOS

Horvitz & Levy | Encino, CA 
ELLIS J. HORVITZ, BARRY R. LEVY

Howrey | Irvine, CA 
MARTHA K. GOODING

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
MORGAN CHU, KENNETH R. HEITZ, DAVID SIEGEL, 
ALEXANDER F. WILES

Irell & Manella | Newport Beach, CA 
ANDRA BARMASH GREENE, RICHARD M. SHERMAN, JR.

JAMS | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN J. QUINN

Jeffer, Mangels, Butler & Marmaro | Los Angeles, CA 
MARC MARMARO

Jones Day | Irvine, CA 
THOMAS R. MALCOLM

Kaye Scholer | Los Angeles, CA 
LARRY R. FELDMAN

Kendall Brill & Klieger | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD B. KENDALL

Kirkland & Ellis | Los Angeles, CA 
MARK C. HOLSCHER, KENNETH W. STARR

Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & Stern | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID M. STERN

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
MILES N. RUTHBERG

Loeb & Loeb | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT A. MEYER

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Costa Mesa, CA 
DEAN J. ZIPSER

Morrison & Foerster | Los Angeles, CA 
JANE H. BARRETT, SETH M. HUFSTEDLER, SHIRLEY M. 
HUFSTEDLER

Munger, Tolles & Olson | Los Angeles, CA 
BRAD D. BRIAN, RONALD L. OLSON, GLENN POMERANTZ, 
JOHN W. SPIEGEL, GREGORY P. STONE, JEFFREY I. 
WEINBERGER

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
SETH ARONSON, ALEJANDRO MAYORKAS, DANIEL 
PETROCELLI

O’Melveny & Myers | Newport Beach, CA 
MICHAEL G. YODER

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Costa Mesa, CA 
DONALD L. MORROW

Proskauer Rose | Los Angeles, CA 
BERT H. DEIXLER

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart Oliver & Hedges | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES R. ASPERGER, JOHN B. QUINN, A. WILLIAM 
URQUHART

Rus, Miliband & Smith | Irvine, CA
RONALD RUS
949.752.7100 | Page 21

Rutan & Tucker | Costa Mesa, CA 
JOHN B. HURLBUT, JR.

Sidley Austin | Los Angeles, CA 
PETER I. OSTROFF

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN A. DONOVAN, RICHARD MARMARO, THOMAS J. 
NOLAN, ERIC S. WAXMAN

Snell & Wilmer | Costa Mesa, CA 
WILLIAM S. O’HARE

Stephen A. Kroft | Marina Del Rey, CA 
STEPHEN A. KROFT

Steptoe & Johnson | Los Angeles, CA 
MARK A. NEUBAUER

Sullivan & Cromwell | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT A. SACKS

COLLABORATIVE LAW: FAMILY LAW

Mayer & Glassman | Los Angeles, CA
FREDERICK J. GLASSMAN
310.207.0007 | Page 32

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

Adorno & Yoss | Los Angeles, CA 
PATRICK A. CATHCART

Arnold & Porter | Los Angeles, CA 
LAURENCE J. HUTT

Bingham McCutchen | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL A. SHERMAN

Bingham McCutchen | Santa Monica, CA 
BRUCE A. FRIEDMAN, MARSHALL B. GROSSMAN, FRANK 
KAPLAN, GWYN D. QUILLEN

Blecher & Collins | Los Angeles, CA 
MAXWELL M. BLECHER

Browne Woods George | Los Angeles, CA 
ALLAN BROWNE, EDWARD A. WOODS

Burke Williams & Sorensen | Los Angeles, CA 
RAYMOND E. HANE III

Callahan & Blaine | Santa Ana, CA
DANIEL J. CALLAHAN
714.241.4444 | Page 12

Cappello & Noël | Santa Barbara, CA 
A. BARRY CAPPELLO

Crowell & Moring | Irvine, CA 
STEVEN P. RICE

Crowell & Moring | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL L. CYPERS

Douglas L. Thorpe | Los Angeles, CA 
DOUGLAS L. THORPE

Epstein Becker & Green | Los Angeles, CA 
HENRY SHIELDS, JR.

Foley & Lardner | Los Angeles, CA 
DENNIS E. KINNAIRD

Foley Bezek Behle & Curtis | Santa Barbara, CA 
THOMAS G. FOLEY, JR.

Fulbright & Jaworski | Los Angeles, CA 
HELEN L. DUNCAN, ROBERT W. FISCHER, JR., RICHARD R. 
MAINLAND, PETER H. MASON, ROBERT S. SCHULMAN

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Irvine, CA 
ROBERT PALMER, WAYNE W. SMITH, JEFFREY T. THOMAS, 
MERYL L. YOUNG

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
THEODORE J. BOUTROUS, JR., JAMES P. CLARK,  
ROBERT E. COOPER, GAIL E. LEES

Glaser, Weil, Fink, Jacobs, Howard  
& Shapiro | Los Angeles, CA
BRIAN C. LYSAGHT
310.553.3000 | Page 26

Glassman, Browning & Saltsman | Beverly Hills, CA 
ANTHONY M. GLASSMAN

Greenberg Glusker | Los Angeles, CA 
HARVEY R. FRIEDMAN, ARTHUR N. GREENBERG, MICHAEL 
A. GREENE, NORMAN H. LEVINE

Greenberg Traurig | Irvine, CA 
FRANKLIN D. UBELL

Greenberg Traurig | Santa Monica, CA 
FRANK E. MERIDETH, JR., JEFF E. SCOTT

Greines, Martin, Stein & Richland | Los Angeles, CA 
IRVING H. GREINES

Hennigan, Bennett & Dorman | Los Angeles, CA 
J. MICHAEL HENNIGAN

Herbert Hafif | Claremont, CA 
HERBERT HAFIF

Hillel Chodos | Los Angeles, CA 
HILLEL CHODOS

Horvitz & Levy | Encino, CA 
ELLIS J. HORVITZ, BARRY R. LEVY

Howrey | Irvine, CA 
MARTHA K. GOODING

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
MORGAN CHU, KENNETH R. HEITZ, ANDREI IANCU,  
DANIEL P. LEFLER, STEVEN A. MARENBERG, DAVID SIEGEL, 
ALEXANDER F. WILES

Irell & Manella | Newport Beach, CA 
ANDRA BARMASH GREENE, MELISSA R. MCCORMICK, 
RICHARD M. SHERMAN, JR.

JAMS | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN J. QUINN

Jasper & Jasper | Irvine, CA 
STUART P. JASPER

Jeffer, Mangels, Butler & Marmaro | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT E. MANGELS, MARC MARMARO

Jones Day | Irvine, CA 
RICHARD J. GRABOWSKI, THOMAS R. MALCOLM,  
RICHARD S. RUBEN

Jones Day | Los Angeles, CA 
ALAN E. FRIEDMAN

K&L Gates | Irvine, CA 
WILLIAM B. GRENNER

Kathleen O’Hanlon Peterson | Corona del Mar, CA 
KATHLEEN O. PETERSON

Katten Muchin Rosenman | Los Angeles, CA 
BRUCE G. VANYO

Kaye Scholer | Los Angeles, CA 
LARRY R. FELDMAN

Keesal, Young & Logan | Long Beach, CA 
SAMUEL A. KEESAL, JR., SCOTT T. PRATT,  
TERRANCE P. ROSS, J. STEPHEN YOUNG

Kendall Brill & Klieger | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD B. KENDALL

King Parret & Droste | Newport Beach, CA 
ALAN J. DROSTE

Kinsella Weitzman Iser Kump & Aldisert | Santa Monica, CA 
DALE F. KINSELLA, HOWARD L. WEITZMAN

Kirkland & Ellis | Los Angeles, CA 
JEFFREY S. DAVIDSON, MARK C. HOLSCHER,  
KENNETH W. STARR

GRASSINI & WRINKLE



The only two personal injury lawyers from the  
San Fernando Valley selected by their peers for 
inclusion in the Best Lawyers in America®, Larry 

Grassini and Roland Wrinkle have offered their respective 
one-two punch of trial and appellate work throughout  
34 years of practice together. The first page of the firm’s 
biography really says it all. Entitled Our History of Setting 
the Standards, the page lists just a handful of the personal 
injury firm’s successes, but they’re pretty remarkable. The 
law firm of Grassini & Wrinkle can best be summed up 
by its firsts, including the largest personal injury award in 
the history of California, the largest personal injury award 
in the history of the United States, the largest punitive damage award 
affirmed on appeal, the largest sexual harassment award in California,  
the largest award for the death of an adult child. The list goes on—  
but the point is clear; the partnership between Larry Grassini and 
Roland Wrinkle has produced results for clients that are nothing short 
of amazing. 

“We’ve certainly had some great successes over the years, and that’s 
because we have combined our distinct talents for the benefit of the  
clients we represent,” says Mr. Grassini. “It’s an unusual combination, 
where we have a trial attorney with an experienced and well-respected 
appellate lawyer.”  

Lawrence Grassini is a member of the Inner Circle of Advocates, an 
invitation-only group of the top one hundred trial lawyers in the country, 
and last year was the ninth person 
inducted into the Los Angeles Trial 

Lawyers Association Hall of Fame. He is also one of only two 
trial lawyers to be named twice as the Association’s “Trial 
Lawyer of the Year.” He was listed in Los Angeles magazine as 
one of the top 25 lawyers in the state and named as one of the 
18 most respected plaintiff personal injury lawyers in California 
Lawyer, the official publication of the state bar.

Roland Wrinkle has received the Ted Horn Memorial 
Award for the education of trial lawyers by the Los Angeles Trial 
Lawyers Association and was voted Appellate Lawyer of the Year 
by the Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles.

At the end of the day, what motivates the pair the most 
isn’t recognition. “The best part of trying cases is knowing that 

we’re able to change lives for the better,” says Mr. Grassini. “It’s our badge 
of honor.”

A Second Generation. The other four lawyers at Grassini & 
Wrinkle are no longer waiting in the wings. Don Liddy and Katie 
Grassini recently tried two wrongful death cases:  a $6,000,000 road 
design case and a $1,650,000 trucking case for the death of a  
90-year-old man. Lars Johnson and Katie won $4,000,000 in a  
broken leg case arising out of the remake of the movie Flight of the 
Phoenix. Meanwhile, Katie was at her father’s side last year while  
he received a $12,000,000 wrongful death award for the mother of  
an adult daughter and a $22,000,000 blockbuster in Ventura for a 
brain-damaged nurse. At the time of publication, the newest  
member of the firm, Jamie Kurtz, is assisting Mr. Grassini in the  

trial of an airplane crash case  
in Riverside.

20750 VENTURA BOULEVARD, SUITE 221, WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91364
www.grassiniandwrinkle.com

Selected For  
Inclusion In  

The Best Lawyers  
in America®

Larry Grassini
Roland Wrinkle

GRASSINI & WRINKLE

From Left: Lars Johnson, Roland Wrinkle, Kathleen Grassini, Larry Grassini, Don Liddy

“The best part 
of trying cases 
is knowing that 
we’re able to 
change lives  
for the better.”
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“When you do well, you should do good.” 

This guiding philosophy, shared by Stacy D. Phillips upon  
co-founding the firm, is unsurprising at a firm that places  
such an importance on nurturing the needs and interests of its 

own members. Phillips, Lerner, Lauzon & Jamra has done very well 
indeed, having helped a long list of clients to resolve their family law 
issues in a reasonable and equitable manner, a list which includes many 
high-profile business professionals, entrepreneurs, and celebrities. 

“Doing good” takes on many forms at Phillips, Lerner, Lauzon & 
Jamra (PLLJ), and benefits many people and areas of society. The past 
year has brought the publication of numerous scholarly articles authored 
by PLLJ attorneys, sharing their research with the legal and lay commu-
nity and opening up various dialogues that could be productive for 
everyone. “We feel that in doing so, we are contributing not only to the 
legal community by highlighting and initiating a dialogue regarding 
issues and cases that are of special import, but we are also providing 
analysis and commentary which make such information accessible and 
relevant to the lay person” says partner Azita Avedissian. 

The greatest example of the firm’s giving spirit and philosophy is its 
Adopt-A-Center program that was established eleven years ago.  
Through this program, the firm aims to aid specific local non-denomi-
national non-profit organizations that help the less fortunate, particularly 
those organizations that offer services and care to families and chil-
dren. Rather than merely write an additional check to the charity, 
all members of the firm, from staff to senior partners, contribute 
their time and get involved hands-on to improve and help the life 

of others who are less fortunate or in need. “It is immensely rewarding 
to actually get to know the people you are helping, and to know the 
specifics about how you have helped to improve their lives. I was always 
taught that every individual with the means to do so should give back 
to the community. PLLJ very much adheres to this philosophy,” says 
partner Ram Cogan. 

Each year, PLLJ invites organizations to submit their proposal for 
sponsorship, and a new beneficiary is voted upon by all members of the 
firm. In the Adopt-A-Center Program’s first year, the firm supported 
Vista Del Mar, a nearby residential community for children whose par-
ents could not care for them because of illness, poverty, or death. PLLJ 
hosted a cocktail party fundraiser to drum up financial support, and 
members took turns visiting the community throughout the year. PLLJ 
also hosted monthly birthday parties at the center for the children and 
organized and participated in several beautification projects such as 
flower and tree planting. Following the firm’s adoption of Dispute 
Resolution Services, which teaches peer mediation to junior high and 
high school students in an effort to provide them with the skills to 
mediate rather than fight about their own disputes, the organization 
honored the firm for its contributions to the community. Always look-
ing to affect as many people as creatively as possible, events in prior 
years have ranged from organized Dodger games for underprivileged 
children, to an auction of art created by children as part of their therapy. 

The firm makes a concerted effort to revisit those organizations 
and individuals that have been touched by previous years’ efforts 
and to continue to remain involved with previously adopted 
organizations and to provide them support as needed.
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C O V E R  S P O T L I G H T

as severe as the  
plaintiff claimed.  
For example, in its 
opening statement, 
the defense attorneys 
alleged that none of 
Nelsen’s doctors  
recommended 24-hour 
care for him, which  
the plaintiff argued 
was untrue.

The trial, in the Superior 
Court of San Bernardino 
County, lasted three 
weeks. In Lucas’s  
opinion, the most effec-
tive witness was Nelsen 
himself. Nelsen, who has a difficult time 
understanding much besides short, basic 
sentences, was on the witness stand for 20 
minutes. “Michael was able to understand 
certain questions, such as, ‘Did you like the 
Navy?,’” says Lucas. “However, when asked 
more abstract  questions such as, ‘Do you 

know what year it is?,’ he did not under-
stand. His ability to speak has been reduced 
to short and  fragmented sentences.”

Nelsen’s mother, Terry Nelsen, testified 
that her son was an ambitious young man 
who—just before the accident—had been 
honorably discharged from the Navy after 
two tours in Iraq. She testified about her 
son’s three-month hospitalization, and 
described that after waking from a  
coma, Nelsen did not recognize anyone,  
could not communicate at all, and was 
incontinent. She also said it took her son 
several months of acute rehabilitation to 
learn to form words, eat on his own, and 
begin to walk again.

In all, the plaintiff’s attorneys called  
25 witnesses to the stand, including 
Nelsen’s treating neuropsychologist, and 

wo years ago, having just 
returned from his second tour 
of duty in Iraq with the United 
States Navy, Michael Nelsen, 
29, was a talented and  

enthusiastic student at the California Art 
Institute looking forward to a career as a 
computer animator. Today, Nelsen is 
severely brain-damaged and requires 
24-hour care, after a car in which he was 
a passenger was rear-ended by a van 
traveling 80 miles per hour.

Nelsen will get around-the-clock assis-
tance since a San Bernardino, California 
jury awarded him more than $21 million 
this October in a negligence suit against 
a supplier of cleaning equipment.

“Michael’s family and a group of core 
friends have been doing their best to  
provide as close to 24-hour care as  
possible since the collision,” says Spencer 
R. Lucas of Los Angeles trial firm Panish, 
Shea & Boyle, who tried the case with 
partner Brian J. Panish. 
“With this award, Michael 
will be able to have the 
type of professional care 
he desperately needs.”

After the August 2007 accident, Nelsen 
sued the supplier alleging that one of 
their drivers was negligent when he 
smashed his van into the back of the  
car in which Nelsen was a passenger.  
As a result of the impact, Nelson suf-
fered a broken femur, other fractures, 
and a stroke, which resulted in  
permanent brain damage on the  
left side of his brain. 

Shortly before trial began, the defense 
admitted liability, so the jury did not 
have to decide whether the defendants 
were negligent. The only issue left for 
the jury was the extent of Nelsen’s  
injuries, especially those related to his 
brain function, and the amount of  
monetary damages to be awarded to 
him. The defense contended that 
Nelsen’s cognitive impairment was not 

H U RT  A F T E R  R E T U R N I N G  F R O M  WA R
P A N I S H  S H E A  &  B O Y L E ’ S  C R U S A D E  T O  H E L P  A N  I N J U R E D  I R A Q I  W A R  V E T 

T

his treating rehabilitation doctor. 
Countering the defense argument 
regarding Nelsen’s medical needs, the 
pair testified that Nelsen does require 
24-hour assisted living, and that they 
both had contributed to creating a  
life-care plan for him. The other witness-
es also testified about Nelsen’s injuries, 
in particular his mental functioning 
before and after the accident. They also 
described the pain and suffering that 
Nelsen has suffered so far, and the 
extent of pain and suffering he will face 
in the future.

After a day-and-a-half of deliberations, 
the jury agreed with the plaintiffs, finding 
that Nelsen has sustained significant 
brain damage as a result of the car  
accident. The jury awarded him more 
than $21 million including $12 million for 
past and future pain and suffering, and 
emotional distress damages.

The Nelsen case is the second recent 
case for an Iraqi war veteran tried by 
Panish Shea & Boyle. The firm obtained 
a $13.5 million settlement for Army 
Chief Warrant Officers Juan Beltran and 
Ron Carns, who were severely injured 
on a maintenance test flight in Tikrit, 
Iraq, which is the largest settlement  
for military personnel injured in the  
Iraqi War. 

  T HE JURY AWARDED HIM MORE THAN
    $21 MILL ION INCLUD ING $12 MILL ION 
       FOR PAST AND FUTURE  PA IN  AND SUFFER ING

Michael and Terry Nelsen
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Grover Porter | San Bernardino, CA 
GROVER L. PORTER

H. Dean Steward | San Clemente, CA
H. DEAN STEWARD
949.481.4900 | Page 26

Harland W. Braun | Los Angeles, CA 
HARLAND W. BRAUN

Harmon & Harmon | Riverside, CA 
STEVEN L. HARMON

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
BRIAN J. HENNIGAN, JOHN C. HUESTON,  
S. THOMAS POLLACK

JAMS | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN J. QUINN

John Yzurdiaga | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN YZURDIAGA

Jones Day | Los Angeles, CA 
FREDERICK D. FRIEDMAN, BRIAN O’NEILL,  
JEFFREY M. RAWITZ, BRIAN A. SUN

Amy Cantrell

Wasser, Cooperman & Carter practices exclusively in the field of family law, 
focusing on cases involving complex property, valuation, support and custody 
issues. Many of the firm’s clients are high profile and/or well-to-do professionals, 
executives, athletes, and celebrities. The 15-attorney firm is proud to have four 
of its attorneys selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America®. 

Dennis M. Wasser, who founded the firm, has appeared in Best Lawyers for the 
past twenty years. Since 1967, Mr. Wasser has represented a veritable “who’s 
who” of Hollywood, and is currently lead counsel representing Jamie McCourt in 
her divorce from Frank McCourt, in which the central disputed issue is the  
ownership of the Los Angeles Dodgers. Mr. Wasser is a Certified Family Law 
Specialist, and has served as a Chair of the Los Angeles County Bar Family  
Law Section.

Bruce E. Cooperman is a Certified Family Law Specialist with 32 years of  
experience. He and Mr. Wasser have successfully tried complex cases involving 
property ownership, spousal agreements and high earner support issues. Mr. 
Cooperman is a contributing editor to the Rutter Group California Practice 
Guide: Family Law, a treatise utilized statewide by family law attorneys, and  
frequently lectures at family law conferences. He has served as Chair of the Los 
Angeles County Bar Family Law Section.

Laura A. Wasser has developed an outstanding reputation for bringing the firm 
a full roster of celebrities for representation. Ms. Wasser is well-respected both in 
the courtroom and in the conference room, having handled a number of prominent celebrity settlements.  
Ms. Wasser has served on the Executive Committee for the Beverly Hills Bar Association Family Law Section. 

John A. Foley is a Certified Family Law Specialist experienced in handling marital dissolutions involving dis-
puted property, support and custody issues. Mr. Foley has served as a settlement officer for the Los Angeles 
County Superior Court and has lectured at various family law symposiums. Mr. Foley has also served as a member 
of the Los Angeles County Bar Family Law Section Executive Committee from 2003 to the present. 

2029 CENTURY PARK EAST, SUITE 1200
LOS ANGELES, CA 90067
PH: 310.277.7117 FAX: 310.553.1793

WASSER COOPERMAN & CARTER, PC

W A S S E R  C O O P E R M A N  &  C A R T E R ,  P C

From Left: Dennis M. Wasser, Laura Wasser, John A. Foley, Bruce E. Cooperman
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them to his or her questionnaire, says 
Shernoff. If the insurer finds any  
discrepancy—even one that is minor or 
unrelated to the triggering claim—it 
rescinds the policy without giving the 
insured a chance to explain. 

“Rescissions have been a 
profit center for so long 
that insurers are reluctant 
to give the practice up,” 
asserts Shernoff. In fact, 
insurers have actively  
promoted the practice  
with incentive programs 
that reward employees  
with bonuses based on 
their number of rescissions, 
he notes.

The Health Net settlement is unique for 
several reasons. First, it actually settled two 
cases: the class action lawsuit filed by 
Shernoff on behalf of approximately 800 
class members (Invia Bet Joseph v. Health 
Net, Inc. et al.) and a companion civil  
lawsuit filed by the Los Angeles City 
Attorney’s Office on behalf of the state 
(People v. Health Net Inc. et al.). 

Second, the settlement agreement states 
that Health Net will pay $3.15 million in 
damages to class members—without their 
having to submit claims. In a typical  
class action, “the return on claims is very 
low, sometimes as low as 10%,” notes 
Shernoff. So automatic payments  
ensure that everyone who is entitled  
to payment gets it. 

In addition, according to the settlement 
agreement, Health Net will suspend all 
rescissions for a year until it establishes a 
third party review process for rescissions, or 
new laws or regulations on rescissions take 
effect. The insurer also acknowledged in the 

ealth care is a hot topic these 
days. The debate has primarily 
focused on how to ensure that 
everyone has health insurance. 
But getting insurance is only the 

first step. Imagine having health insurance 
only to see it “rescinded,” or cancelled, at 
the very moment when you need it most. 
Unfortunately, rescission is all too  
common—and can drive people to  
bankruptcy and even death.

William Shernoff, founder and senior  
partner of Shernoff Bidart Darras & 
Echeverria LLP, has become an expert on 
rescission and is determined to eliminate 
this industry practice. In February, he  
settled the first class action lawsuit over 
unlawful rescission practices with Health 
Net of California. The insurer will  
ultimately pay out an estimated  
$20 million, although such payments, 
under the settlement  agreement, do 
not constitute an admission of liability 
or wrongdoing. 

The insurance industry claims that  
rescission is needed to protect against  
consumer fraud.  Shernoff says that when 
individuals buy health care policies, they 
are required to complete health history 
questionnaires, “very complicated forms” 
full of confusing and often “unintelligible 
questions” that may go back as far as 20 
years. According to Shernoff, the question-
naires “are obviously designed so that  
people will make mistakes,” thus giving 
insurers an excuse to cancel their coverage. 

The questionnaires are initially shelved. 
Insurers wait, Shernoff says, until a doctor  
or hospital submits a claim that triggers a 
rescission investigation because it either 
includes certain diagnostic codes, such as 
those for expensive procedures or long-
term care, or leads the insurer to believe 
that the insured’s ailment is a pre-existing 
condition that should have been disclosed 
in his or her health history.  

Only then does the insurer request the 
insured’s medical records and compare 

W I L L I A M  S H E R N O F F  O N  I N S U R A N C E  R E S C I S S I O N  
G E T T I N G  H E A L T H  I N S U R A N C E  I S  O N L Y  H A L F  T H E  B A T T L E 

H
agreement that it already eliminated  
rescission-based bonuses.

Why did Health Net agree to these terms? 
In some ways, it was a perfect storm. 
According to the Los Angeles Times, in a 
prior lawsuit handled by Shernoff, an  

arbitrator ordered Health 
Net to pay $9 million to a 
hairdresser whose coverage 
was rescinded after she was 
diagnosed with breast  
cancer. On the heels of that 
highly publicized order, 
Shernoff filed the class 
action. The Los Angeles 
City Attorney’s Office then 
filed its civil case. 

The Health Net class action 
lawsuit may have been 
Shernoff’s first in this area 

but it is not his last. He currently 
has similar class actions  
pending against Blue Cross  

and Blue Shield based on their rescission 
practices. Shernoff hoped that the Health 
Net settlement would spur settlements in 
these cases, but he believes that those 
insurers are waiting for decisions  
on motions to certify their respective  
classes before they will seriously  
discuss settlement.

It is too soon to tell the impact of the 
Health Net settlement on industry practices 
in California and elsewhere. But rescission is 
part of the national debate on health care. 
For example, in President Obama’s recent 
remarks to a joint session of Congress, he 
condemned the practice. Meanwhile, back 
in California, the Department of Insurance 
has drafted proposed regulations on  
rescission. Although Shernoff likes them, he 
doubts they will ever be approved. 
Legislation on rescission was just passed 
and then vetoed by Governor 
Schwarzenegger—despite his public  
statements against the practice.  
“It’s politics,” sighs Shernoff.

– 

 “ R  ESCISSIONS HAVE BEEN A PROFIT CENTER      FOR SO LONG THAT INSURERS  ARE  RELUCTANT 
        TO G IVE  THE  PRACT ICE  UP.” – W I L L I A M  S H E R N O F F 

E X C E P T I O N A L  C A S E
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Katten Muchin Rosenman | Los Angeles, CA 
STEVE COCHRAN

Keller Rackauckas | Irvine, CA
JENNIFER L. KELLER
949.476.8700 | Page 32

Kirkland & Ellis | Los Angeles, CA 
MARK C. HOLSCHER

Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & Stern | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID M. STERN

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
MANUEL A. ABASCAL, DAVID J. SCHINDLER

Law Office of Joel Levine | Costa Mesa, CA 
JOEL LEVINE

Law Office of John D. Barnett | Orange, CA 
JOHN D. BARNETT

Law Office of Paul S. Meyer | Costa Mesa, CA 
PAUL S. MEYER

Law Offices of Alvin S. Michaelson | Los Angeles, CA 
ALVIN S. MICHAELSON

Law Offices of Corbin & Fitzgerald | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT L. CORBIN

Law Offices of Evan A. Jenness | Santa Monica, CA 
EVAN A. JENNESS

Law Offices of Stephen D. Miller | Beverly Hills, CA 
STEPHEN D. MILLER

Loeb & Loeb | Los Angeles, CA 
ANTHONY MURRAY

Mark O. Heaney | Manhattan Beach, CA 
MARK O. HEANEY

McDermott Will & Emery | Los Angeles, CA 
GORDON A. GREENBERG, RUSSELL HAYMAN

Milligan, Beswick, Levine & Knox | San Bernardino, CA 
C. PATRICK MILLIGAN

Munger, Tolles & Olson | Los Angeles, CA 
BRAD D. BRIAN, RONALD L. OLSON

Nasatir, Hirsch, Podberesky & Genego | Santa Monica, CA 
WILLIAM J. GENEGO, RICHARD G. HIRSCH, MICHAEL D. 
NASATIR, VICKI I. PODBERESKY

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
CAROLYN JUNE KUBOTA, ALEJANDRO MAYORKAS

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe | Los Angeles, CA 
MARK E. BECK

Proskauer Rose | Los Angeles, CA 
ANTHONY PACHECO

Reed Smith | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES L. SANDERS

Sanger & Swysen | Santa Barbara, CA 
ROBERT M. SANGER

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
BRYAN D. DALY

Victor Sherman & Janet Sherman 
A Professional Law Corporation | Santa Monica, CA
VICTOR SHERMAN, ESQ.
310.399.3259 | Page 33

Sidley Austin | Los Angeles, CA 
KIMBERLY A. DUNNE

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom | Los Angeles, CA 
JACK P. DICANIO, RICHARD MARMARO, THOMAS J. NOLAN

Stanley I. Greenberg | Los Angeles, CA 
STANLEY I. GREENBERG

Stokke & Riddet | Santa Ana, CA 
JAMES D. RIDDET, ALLAN H. STOKKE

Tarlow & Berk | Los Angeles, CA 
BARRY TARLOW

The Law Office of Jack M. Earley | Irvine, CA 
JACK M. EARLEY

DERIVATIVES LAW

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM F. SULLIVAN

DUI/DWI DEFENSE

Harmon & Harmon | Riverside, CA 
CHRISTOPHER B. HARMON

Hutton and Wilson | Century City, CA 
RICHARD A. HUTTON

ELDER LAW

Donna Ruth Brashaw | Laguna Hills, CA 
DONNA RUTH BASHAW

Fay Blix | Laguna Hills, CA 
FAY BLIX

Law Office of Patina A. Madison | Anaheim, CA 
PATINA ALLENE MADISON

EMINENT DOMAIN AND CONDEMNATION LAW

Hill, Farrer & Burrill | Los Angeles, CA 
KEVIN H. BROGAN

Luce, Forward, Hamilton & Scripps | Irvine, CA 
JOHN C. MURPHY

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL M. BERGER, EDWARD C. BURG, GIDEON KANNER, 
GEORGE M. SONEFF

Sullivan, Workman and Dee | Los Angeles, CA 
GARY A. KOVACIC

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS LAW

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBIN M. SCHACHTER

Anglin, Flewelling, Rasmussen, Campbell 
& Trytten | Pasadena, CA
STEVEN E. TRYTTEN
626.535.1900 | Page 33

Farmer & Ridley | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT W. RIDLEY

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID WEST

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
THOMAS A. KIRSCHBAUM

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES D. C. BARRALL

Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT J. LOWE

Munger, Tolles & Olson | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT K. JOHNSON

It’s almost redundant to use the term “elite” when 
describing the members of Rus, Miliband & Smith, a 
highly regarded boutique litigation firm with a reputation 
for handling complex commercial, business and real 
estate litigation and trials that would cause even the  
largest firms to take pause. The firm has thrived in the 
high stakes world of Orange County’s dynamic entrepre-
neurial business community since its inception over thirty 
years ago. Attorneys at the firm have a storied history of 
trials under their belts, from the 1990s Lincoln Savings & 
Loan scandal and the historic Orange County Bankruptcy, 
to the successful defense of Trammell Crow partners from 
the attempted hostile takeover and subsequent sale of 
their $215 million Park Place project in Irvine in 2004, to 
the recent $17 million jury verdict against U.S. Bancorp.

All ten attorneys, including name partner Ronald Rus 
(who has been selected by his peers for inclusion in The 
Best Lawyers in America®), are leaders in the legal com-
munity, and have cultivated long-standing relationships 
with regional courts as well as corporate heads, a factor 
that has no doubt contributed to their successful trial 
record. The pooling of such a complimentary group of 
powerful minds provides all of the intellectual resources typically found at firms vastly larger 
than Rus, Miliband & Smith. Members of the firm have earned the respect of their peers 
through positions as presidents of the Orange County Bar Association and Orange County 
Bankruptcy Forum, representatives to the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference, and a member of 
the State Bar Board of Governors and the Judicial Council of California.

VON KARMAN TOWERS

2211 MICHELSON DRIVE, SEVENTH FLOOR

IRVINE, CA 92612 
PH: 949.752.7100 FAX: 949.252.1514
www.rusmiliband.com

RUS, MILIBAND & SMITH

R U S, M I L I BA N D  &  S M I T H

Ronald Rus Joel S. Miliband Randall A.Smith

Amy Cantrell
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Musick, Peeler & Garrett | Los Angeles, CA 
JAY ADAMS KNIGHT

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
LINDA GRIFFEY

O’Melveny & Myers | Newport Beach, CA 
WAYNE S. JACOBSEN

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Los Angeles, CA 
ETHAN LIPSIG

Reish & Reicher | Los Angeles, CA 
BRUCE L. ASHTON, C. FREDERICK REISH

Roth Carney Knudsen | Riverside, CA 
RICHARD D. ROTH

Scott & Whitehead | Newport Beach, CA 
R. CRAIG SCOTT

Shardlow & Vick | Pasadena, CA 
THOMAS E. SHARDLOW

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL A. LAWSON

The Law Offices of Mark H. Hess | Los Angeles, CA 
MARK H. HESS

ENERGY LAW

Akerman Senterfitt | Los Angeles, CA 
GREGORY R. MCCLINTOCK

Best Best & Krieger | Riverside, CA 
ARTHUR L. LITTLEWORTH, MICHELLE OUELLETTE, GREGORY 
K. WILKINSON

Munger, Tolles & Olson | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN W. SPIEGEL, HENRY WEISSMANN

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
CHARLES C. READ

ENTERTAINMENT LAW

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld | Los Angeles, CA 
P. JOHN BURKE, HOWARD D. FABRICK, STEVEN E. FAYNE, 
MARISSA J. ROMÁN

Ballard Spahr | Los Angeles, CA 
COREY FIELD

Bingham McCutchen | Santa Monica, CA 
MARSHALL B. GROSSMAN

Bloom Hergott Diemer Rosenthal LaViolette Feldman & 
Goodman | Beverly Hills, CA 
JACOB A. BLOOM, ALAN S. HERGOTT

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck | Los Angeles, CA 
BARRY LANGBERG

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck | Santa Barbara, CA 
BARRY LANGBERG

Davis Wright Tremaine | Los Angeles, CA 
JILL COHEN, HENRY J. TASHMAN

Del, Shaw, Moonves, Tanaka, Finkelstein  
& Lezcano | Santa Monica, CA 
ERNEST DEL, NINA L. SHAW

Epstein Becker & Green | Los Angeles, CA 
HENRY SHIELDS, JR.

Gang, Tyre, Ramer & Brown | Beverly Hills, CA 
DONALD S. PASSMAN, BRUCE M. RAMER

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
SCOTT A. EDELMAN, LAWRENCE J. ULMAN

Glaser, Weil, Fink, Jacobs, Howard  
& Shapiro | Los Angeles, CA
PATRICIA GLASER
310.553.3000 | Page 26

Goldring, Hertz & Lichtenstein | Beverly Hills, CA 
SETH I. LICHTENSTEIN

Greenberg Glusker | Los Angeles, CA 
BERTRAM FIELDS

Greenberg Traurig | Santa Monica, CA 
DANIEL H. BLACK, JAY L. COOPER, STEVEN M. KATLEMAN, 
RICHARD I. LEHER, ALAN U. SCHWARTZ

Hansen, Jacobson, Teller, Hoberman, Newman, Warren & 
Richman | Beverly Hills, CA 
THOMAS M. HANSEN, CRAIG JACOBSON, JEANNE 
NEWMAN, STEVE WARREN

Hirsch Wallerstein Matlof & Fishman | Los Angeles, CA 
BARRY L. HIRSCH

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
JULIETTE C. YOUNGBLOOD

Jackoway Tyerman Wertheimer Austen Mandelbaum Morris  
& Klein | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES R. JACKOWAY, BARRY W. TYERMAN

Katten Muchin Rosenman | Los Angeles, CA 
SUSAN A. GRODE, MICHAEL S. HOBEL, ZIA F. MODABBER, 
GAIL MIGDAL TITLE

Kendall Brill & Klieger | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD B. KENDALL

Kinsella Weitzman Iser Kump & Aldisert | Santa Monica, CA 
LAWRENCE Y. ISER, DALE F. KINSELLA,  
HOWARD L. WEITZMAN

Lavely & Singer | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN H. LAVELY, JR., MARTIN D. SINGER

Liner Grode Stein Yankelevitz Sunshine Regenstreif  
& Taylor | Los Angeles, CA 
STANTON L. STEIN

Loeb & Loeb | Los Angeles, CA 
CRAIG A. EMANUEL, JOHN T. FRANKENHEIMER, MICHAEL 
A. MAYERSON, SUSAN Z. WILLIAMS

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Los Angeles, CA 
CHARLES J. BIEDERMAN, ALAN M. BRUNSWICK,  
L. LEE PHILLIPS

Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM L. COLE, RUSSELL J. FRACKMAN,  
PATRICIA V. MAYER

Myman, Abell, Fineman, Fox, Greenspan  
& Light | Los Angeles, CA 
LESLIE B. ABELL, ERIC ROSS GREENSPAN, ROBERT MYMAN

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
JOSEPH CALABRESE, CHRISTOPHER C. MURRAY, STEPHEN 
SCHARF

Proskauer Rose | Los Angeles, CA 
BERT H. DEIXLER

Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi | Los Angeles, CA 
MARCIA J. HARRIS, MICHAEL J. PLONSKER,  
SAMUEL R. PRYOR

Rosenfeld, Meyer & Susman | Beverly Hills, CA 
JEFFREY L. NAGIN

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT A. DARWELL, THOMAS GLEN LEO

Shernoff Bidart Darras  
& Echeverria | Claremont, CA
FRANK N. DARRAS
909.621.4935 | Pages 4-5

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN A. DONOVAN

Stroock & Stroock & Lavan | Los Angeles, CA 
SCHUYLER M. MOORE

TroyGould | Los Angeles, CA 
RONALD S. ROSEN

Weissmann, Wolff, Bergman, Coleman, Grodin  
& Evall | Beverly Hills, CA 
MICHAEL BERGMAN, ERIC WEISSMANN

White O’Connor Fink & Brenner | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL J. O’CONNOR, ANDREW M. WHITE

Wildman, Harrold, Allen & Dixon | Beverly Hills, CA 
FREDRIC I. BERNSTEIN

Ziffren, Brittenham, Branca, Fischer, Gilbert-Lurie, Stiffelman, 
Cook, Johnson, Lande & Wolf | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN G. BRANCA, HARRY M. BRITTENHAM, JAMEY COHEN, 
MELANIE K. COOK, SAMUEL N. FISCHER, CLIFFORD WARD 
GILBERT, DAVID NOCHIMSON, GARY S. STIFFELMAN, BRYAN 
L. WOLF, KENNETH ZIFFREN

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

Akerman Senterfitt | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT E. FABRICANT, GREGORY R. MCCLINTOCK

Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis | Irvine, CA 
PAMELA L. ANDES

Alston + Bird | Los Angeles, CA 
SHARON F. RUBALCAVA

Best Best & Krieger | Riverside, CA 
ARTHUR L. LITTLEWORTH, MICHELLE OUELLETTE,  
GREGORY K. WILKINSON

Bingham McCutchen | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES J. DRAGNA, RICK ROTHMAN

Fulbright & Jaworski | Los Angeles, CA 
COLIN LENNARD

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
PATRICK W. DENNIS, THOMAS MCHENRY

Keesal, Young & Logan | Long Beach, CA 
ELIZABETH P. BEAZLEY

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
BRUCE P. HOWARD, GENE A. LUCERO,  
ROBERT A. WYMAN, JR.

Nossaman | Irvine, CA 
ROBERT D. THORNTON

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
MARTIN J. MCTIGUE

Weston Benshoof Rochefort Rubalcava MacCuish | Los 
Angeles, CA 
JOCELYN N. THOMPSON

EQUIPMENT FINANCE LAW

Kaye Scholer | Los Angeles, CA 
JOSEPH M. MALINOWSKI

McGuireWoods | Los Angeles, CA 
GARY D. SAMSON

Proskauer Rose | Los Angeles, CA 
STEVEN O. WEISE

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN D. BERCHILD, JR.

White & Case | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD K. SMITH, JR.

ETHICS AND PROFESSIONAL  
RESPONSIBILITY LAW

Chapman University School of Law | Orange, CA 
RONALD D. ROTUNDA

Karpman & Associates | Beverly Hills, CA 
DIANE L. KARPMAN

Pansky & Markle | South Pasadena, CA 
ELLEN ANNE PANSKY

FAMILY LAW

Buter, Buzard, Dunaetz & Fishbein | Los Angeles, CA 
GLENN S. BUZARD

Charles W. Richardson | San Bernardino, CA 
CHARLES W. RICHARDSON

David L. Price | Orange, CA 
DAVID L. PRICE

Feinberg, Mindel, Brandt & Klein | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT C. BRANDT, HOWARD KLEIN, STEVEN A. MINDEL

Ferguson, Case, Orr, Paterson & Cunningham | Ventura, CA 
GREGORY W. HERRING

Freid and Goldsman | Los Angeles, CA 
MANLEY FREID, MELVIN S. GOLDSMAN

Hahn & Hahn | Pasadena, CA 
DON MIKE ANTHONY

Harris-Ginsberg | Los Angeles, CA 
LARRY A. GINSBERG, SUZANNE HARRIS

Hersh, Mannis & Bogen | Beverly Hills, CA
NEAL RAYMOND HERSH
310.786.1910 | Page 32

Jaffe & Clemens | Beverly Hills, CA
BRUCE A. CLEMENS,  
DANIEL J. JAFFE,  
DAVID M. LUBOFF,  
WILLIAM S. RYDEN
310.550.7477 | Page 8

Judith Anne Curtin | Santa Ana, CA 
JUDITH ANNE CURTIN

Kaufman, Young, Spiegel, Robinson  
& Kenerson | Beverly Hills, CA 
ROBERT S. KAUFMAN, LANCE S. SPIEGEL

Kolodny & Anteau | Beverly Hills, CA 
RONALD W. ANTEAU, WILLIAM J. GLUCKSMAN,  
STEPHEN A. KOLODNY

Laurence A. Kutinsky | Orange, CA 
LAURENCE A. KUTINSKY

Law Office of Edward J. Thomas | Bakersfield, CA 
EDWARD J. THOMAS

Law Offices of John R. Schilling | Newport Beach, CA 
JOHN R. SCHILLING

Law Offices of Judith R. Forman | Los Angeles, CA 
JUDITH R. FORMAN

Law Offices of Melvyn J. Ross | Beverly Hills, CA 
MELVYN J. ROSS

Law Offices of Richard A. Stilz | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD A. STILZ

Law Offices of Richard M. Shack | Newport Beach, CA 
RICHARD M. SHACK

Law Offices of Steven E. Briggs | Newport Beach, CA 
STEVEN E. BRIGGS
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Mark P. Robinson, Jr.
Robinson, Calcagnie & Robinson
PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION

As a boy, Mark P. 
Robinson, Jr.  

developed a love for the 
law by watching his 
father build a career as  
a trial lawyer.

Mark P. Robinson, 
who later became an 
Orange County 
Superior Court judge, 
encouraged his son to 
attend law school, even 
if he decided against being an attorney. But after 
Robinson, won Moot Court competitions for Loyola 
School of Law, he knew he’d follow in his father’s foot-
steps.

Robinson, 64, has now been practicing law for more 
than 37 years since graduating cum laude from law 
school.

He served as lead trial counsel for the plaintiff in 
Barnett v. Merck in 2006, which resulted in a $51 mil-
lion jury award, plus the first verdict for a plaintiff in a 
federal Vioxx trial. Co-counsel litigation achievements 
include the $4.9 billion verdict in Anderson v. General 
Motors, and the $128 million Ford Pinto fire verdict, 
recognized by Association of Trial Lawyers of America 
as one of the 10 most significant civil trials of the past 
millennium.

Robinson attributes his triumphs to his resilience.
“I’ve lost some cases and made some mistakes, but I 

have the ability to always come back the next day and 
try again,” Robinson says.

While attorneys are often criticized, Robinson 
believes that law is a noble calling.

“There’s always going to be someone who doesn’t 
meet the respectability standards for any profession, but 
I think we’re very lucky to have the judicial system that 
we have in this country,” he says.

-Ashley Cisneros

Bruce A. Broillet
Greene Broillet & Wheeler
PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION

As a young boy in El Paso, Tex., Bruce A. 
Broillet watched the classic movie Witness 

for the Prosecution, and was immediately drawn 
to the world of trial 
law. “I was quite taken 
by the whole idea,” 
says Broillet, who 
joined the speech and 
debate teams in high 
school and college to 
further his skills 
before enrolling at the 
University of Texas 
Law School. “I had 
found my niche.”

Indeed, he had. Today, Broillet, who is  
based in Los Angeles, is one of the top personal 
injury litigators in the country, having been  
recognized numerous times by bar associations 
and publications for his extraordinary success  
in the courtroom over the past 25 years.  
The many seven- and eight-figure verdicts  
and settlements Broillet has landed in cases 
ranging from business litigation to personal 
injury and wrongful death include a  
$3.3 billion settlement against tobacco  
companies on behalf of the County of Los 
Angeles; the largest legal malpractice verdict—
$45.6 million—in California history; and  
$10.35 million in damages in a business fraud 
case against a major financial corporation.

“I think the most meaningful part of being a 
trial lawyer is that you’re giving voice to people 
who cannot speak for themselves,” says Broillet, 
who has endowed a number of college and law 
school scholarships to deserving students.  
“It’s very exciting to pick up the cause of  
somebody that’s been harmed in some way  
and talk to our fellow citizens about it—in  
the form of the jury—and work within the jus-
tice system to achieve fair results based on the 
facts and the law. It’s just a very exciting thing 
to be doing.”

Jury verdicts, says Broillet, “give meaning  
to safety. They force a corporation to consider 
safety because it’s better to make products safe 
in the first place than to have to pay a jury 
award down the line.”

-Rita Carroll

Gerald L. McMahon 
Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek
BET-THE-COMPANY LITIGATION

After more than 44 years of practicing law, 
Gerald L. McMahon believes that success is 

related to respect. McMahon, 74, learned this lesson 
early in his career. 

One day McMahon received two very different 
phone calls. The first was from a lawyer who was 
working on the other side of a labor relations case.

“The first words out of his mouth were 
‘McMahon, I’m going to kick your ass,’” McMahon 
recalls. “After we hung up, I sat there vowing to move 
heaven and earth to make sure that I won this case.”

When the phone rang again, it was another 
attorney working the other side of a class action case.

“He asked if he could call me Jerry, and told me 
‘You ought to be very proud to know that you have a 
terrific reputation in 
your community,’” 
McMahon says.

McMahon’s reac-
tion was completely 
different from the 
first call.

“Well, I was ready 
to reach into my  
wallet for the second 
guy,” McMahon 
laughs. “The way you 
treat people is incredibly important. It’s a lesson that 
I’ve never forgotten.”

Before practicing law, McMahon was a naval 
aviator. In 1964, he graduated summa cum laude 
from the University of San Diego School of Law. 
McMahon has been a Best Lawyers honoree  
since 1988.

McMahon is proudest of his 52-year marriage to 
his wife, Donna. 

To relieve stress, McMahon spars with a former 
boxer. “He doesn’t hit me back, so it’s a good deal,” 
he says.

-Ashley Cisneros
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Lee W. Salisbury | Pasadena, CA 
LEE W. SALISBURY

Leeds, Wender & Rosenfeld | Beverly Hills, CA 
CRAIG B. LEEDS, RONALD A. ROSENFELD

Lewitt Hackman Shapiro Marshall and Harlin | Encino, CA 
BARRY T. HARLAN

Minyard Morris | Newport Beach, CA 
MARK E. MINYARD, MICHAEL A. MORRIS

Moore, Bryan & Schroff | Torrance, CA 
CHRISTOPHER M. MOORE

Oyler & Woldman | Santa Monica, CA 
CONNOLLY OYLER

Phillips, Lerner, Lauzon  
& Jamra | Los Angeles, CA
STACY D. PHILLIPS
310.277.7117 | Page 17

Phillips, Whisnant, Gazin & Gorczyca | Newport Beach, CA 
MICHAEL H. GAZIN, GERALD J. PHILLIPS, JACQUELINE A. 
WHISNANT

Robert P. Des Jardins | Orange, CA 
ROBERT P. DES JARDINS

Schwamb & Stabile | Orange, CA 
THOMAS P. STABILE

Seastrom & Seastrom | Newport Beach, CA 
PHILIP G. SEASTROM

Stegmeier & Gelbart | Costa Mesa, CA 
SAUL M. GELBART, ELEANOR A. STEGMEIER

Trope & DeCarolis | Los Angeles, CA 
PATRICK DECAROLIS, JR.

Trope & Trope | Los Angeles, CA 
THOMAS PAINE DUNLAP, ANNE C. KILEY, STEVEN 
KNOWLES, SORRELL TROPE

Walzer & Melcher | Woodland Hills, CA
PETER M. WALZER
818.591.3700 | Page 33

Wasser, Cooperman & Carter | Los Angeles, CA
BRUCE E. COOPERMAN,  
JOHN A. FOLEY,  
DENNIS M. WASSER,  
LAURA WASSER
310.277.7117 | Page 19

FAMILY LAW MEDIATION

David L. Price | Orange, CA 
DAVID L. PRICE

Garfield & Tepper & Raskin | Los Angeles, CA 
FRANKLIN R. GARFIELD

Law and Mediation Office of Hiedi S. Tuffias | Los Angeles, CA 
HIEDI S. TUFFIAS

Law Office of Joan Patsy Ostroy | Los Angeles, CA 
JOAN PATSY OSTROY

Law & Mediation Offices of Michelle Katz | Los Angeles, CA
MICHELLE KATZ
310.277.2236 | Page 32

Leeds, Wender & Rosenfeld | Beverly Hills, CA 
RONALD A. ROSENFELD

Mayer & Glassman | Los Angeles, CA
FREDERICK J. GLASSMAN
310.207.0007 | Page 32

FIRST AMENDMENT LAW

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld | Los Angeles, CA 
REX S. HEINKE

Bostwick & Jassy | Los Angeles, CA 
GARY L. BOSTWICK

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck | Los Angeles, CA 
BARRY LANGBERG

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck | Santa Barbara, CA 
BARRY LANGBERG

Davis Wright Tremaine | Los Angeles, CA 
KELLI L. SAGER, ALONZO WICKERS IV

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
THEODORE J. BOUTROUS, JR.

Glassman, Browning & Saltsman | Beverly Hills, CA 
ANTHONY M. GLASSMAN

Isaacman, Kaufman & Painter | Beverly Hills, CA 
ALAN L. ISAACMAN

Loeb & Loeb | Los Angeles, CA 
DOUGLAS E. MIRELL

Sidley Austin | Los Angeles, CA 
STEPHEN G. CONTOPULOS

Weston, Garrou, Walters & Mooney | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN H. WESTON

FRANCHISE LAW

Bryan Cave | Santa Monica, CA 
KENNETH R. COSTELLO, JONATHAN C. SOLISH

Davis Wright Tremaine | Los Angeles, CA 
ROCHELLE B. SPANDORF

Eisner, Frank & Kahan | Beverly Hills, CA 
ROBERT L. KAHAN

Lewitt Hackman Shapiro Marshall and Harlin | Encino, CA 
DAVID C. GURNICK

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL K. LINDSEY

Phyllis Alden Truby | Los Angeles, CA 
PHYLLIS ALDEN TRUBY

Snell & Wilmer | Los Angeles, CA 
SUSAN A. GRUENEBERG

GAMING LAW

Good, Wildman, Hegness & Walley | Newport Beach, CA 
STEPHEN B. OTTO

Holland & Knight | Los Angeles, CA 
JEROME L. LEVINE, TERESA E. POUST

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS LAW

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Los Angeles, CA 
LISA SPECHT

Mayer Brown | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT M. HERTZBERG, PHILIP R. RECHT

HEALTH CARE LAW

Arent Fox | Los Angeles, CA 
SARAH G. BENATOR, LOWELL C. BROWN

Davis Wright Tremaine | Los Angeles, CA 
DENNIS S. DIAZ, KATHLEEN H. DRUMMY, TERRI D. KEVILLE, 
ROBERT SCHUCHARD

Fenigstein & Kaufman | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES ROBERT LAHANA

Fenton & Nelson | Los Angeles, CA 
HENRY R. FENTON

Foley & Lardner | Los Angeles, CA 
SHIRLEY MORRIGAN, RICHARD F. SEIDEN,  
CARL I. WEISSBURG

Fulbright & Jaworski | Los Angeles, CA 
ANDREW J. DEMETRIOU, MARK A. KADZIELSKI

Hooper, Lundy & Bookman | Los Angeles, CA 
LLOYD A. BOOKMAN, PATRIC HOOPER, ROBERT W. LUNDY, 
JR., W. BRADLEY TULLY

Horvitz & Levy | Encino, CA 
ELLIS J. HORVITZ

Law Office of Jeffrey Raynes | Redlands, CA 
JEFFREY S. RAYNES

Law Office of John D. Harwell | Manhattan Beach, CA 
JOHN D. HARWELL

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Costa Mesa, CA 
MARTIN J. THOMPSON

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Los Angeles, CA 
BARRY S. LANDSBERG, GREGORY N. PIMSTONE,  
JAMES R. SCHWARTZ

McDermott Will & Emery | Los Angeles, CA 
DONALD A. GOLDMAN, ERIC B. GORDON, RUSSELL 
HAYMAN, DAVID L. KLATSKY, PAUL LAWRENCE,  
DOUGLAS M. MANCINO, IRA J. RAPPEPORT, J. PETER RICH

Miller Health Law Group | Los Angeles, CA 
JEREMY N. MILLER

Musick, Peeler & Garrett | Los Angeles, CA 
J. ROBERT LISET

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
GEORGE C. DEMOS

Shernoff Bidart Darras & Echeverria | Claremont, CA
FRANK N. DARRAS
909.621.4935 | Pages 4-5

Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal | Los Angeles, CA 
DON L. WEAVER

Theodora, Oringher, Miller & Richman | Los Angeles, CA 
ARTHUR ROBERT CHENEN

IMMIGRATION LAW

Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law | Los Angeles, CA 
PETER A. SCHEY

Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen and Loewy | Irvine, CA 
DAVID HIRSON

Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen and Loewy | Los Angeles, CA 
TIMOTHY S. BARKER

Gonzalez & Harris | Pasadena, CA 
JOSIE GONZALEZ

Ivener & Fullmer | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID R. FULLMER, MARK A. IVENER

Law Office of Howard Hom | Los Angeles, CA 
HOWARD HOM

Law Office of Victor D. Nieblas Pradis | City of Industry, CA 
VICTOR D. NIEBLAS

Law Offices of Carl Shusterman | Los Angeles, CA 
CARL SHUSTERMAN

Law Offices of John R. Alcorn | Irvine, CA 
JOHN ALCORN

Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp | Los Angeles, CA 
FRIDA P. GLUCOFT

Seyfarth Shaw | Irvine, CA 
DEBI GLORIA

Seyfarth Shaw | Los Angeles, CA 
ANGELO A. PAPARELLI

Tasoff & Tasoff | Encino, CA 
RONALD J. TASOFF

The Miller Law Offices | Studio City, CA 
JOHN B. BARTOS, CHARLES M. MILLER,  
TERRI SENESAC MILLER

Wolfsdorf Immigration Law Group | Santa Monica, CA 
AVI FRIEDMAN, TIEN-LI LOKE WALSH, BERNARD P. 
WOLFSDORF

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY LAW

Arnold & Porter | Los Angeles, CA 
RONALD L. JOHNSTON

Greenberg Traurig | Santa Monica, CA 
IAN C. BALLON

Hughes Hubbard & Reed | Los Angeles, CA 
CLARK B. SIEGEL

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD L. BERNACCHI, MORGAN CHU, DAVID O. NIMMER

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
BRIAN J. PASS

INSURANCE LAW

Adorno & Yoss | Los Angeles, CA 
PATRICK A. CATHCART

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld | Los Angeles, CA 
R. DEWITT KIRWAN

Barger & Wolen | Los Angeles, CA 
KENT R. KELLER, ROYAL F. OAKES

Berkes Crane Robinson & Seal | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT H. BERKES, STEVEN M. CRANE, RONALD R. 
ROBINSON

Bingham McCutchen | Santa Monica, CA 
BRUCE A. FRIEDMAN

Dickstein Shapiro | Los Angeles, CA 
STEPHEN N. GOLDBERG, KIRK A. PASICH

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
DEAN J. KITCHENS

Howrey | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID W. STEUBER

Insurance Law Group | Santa Clarita, CA 
MICHAEL A. ROSSI

Irell & Manella | Newport Beach, CA 
MARC S. MAISTER

Jenner & Block | Los Angeles, CA 
JEROLD OSHINSKY

Kabateck Brown Kellner | Los Angeles, CA 
BRIAN S. KABATECK

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
G. ANDREW LUNDBERG, JR., PETER K. ROSEN

Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell | Los Angeles, CA 
JONATHAN BANK

Loeb & Loeb | Los Angeles, CA 
PETER S. SELVIN

Lynberg & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
R. JEFF CARLISLE, RANDALL J. PETERS
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TRUSTS AND ESTATES
Sussan Shore is a Certified 
Specialist in Probate, Estate 
Planning & Trust Law by the 
California Board of Legal 
Specialization with 33 years of 
experience. She is a past-Chair-
woman of the Probate, Trust & 

Estate Planning Sections of the Beverly Hills Bar 
and Los Angeles County Bar Associations, and a 
Fellow of the American College of Trust and Estate 
Counsel. She has been selected by her peers for 
inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America® from 
1995-2010.  Ms. Shore was selected a Super Lawyer 
by Law and Politics from 2004-2009 and is recog-
nized as a Southern California “Top 50 Female 
Super Lawyer.” A graduate of UCLA and Loyola 
University School of Law, she is a frequent national 
lecturer and author of numerous articles, and has 
taught Estate Planning for UCLA Extension for 28 
years. Ms. Shore is Managing Director of 
Weinstock, Manion, Reisman, Shore & Neumann, a 
pre-eminent estate planning firm in Southern 
California. For over 50 years, the firm has provided 
expert counseling in tax and estate planning, 
estate & trust administration, transactional matters, 
and estates and trusts litigation. 

WEINSTOCK, MANION, REISMAN, 
SHORE & NEUMANN, ALC

1875 CENTURY PARK EAST, SUITE 2000
LOS ANGELES, CA 90067
PH: 310.553.8844 FAX: 310.553.5165

S U S S A N  H .  S H O R E

PERSONAL INJURY LIT IGATION
Medical Malpractice, 
Products Liability
With more than 38 years of 
experience in personal injury  
litigation, Doug Easton repre-
sented insurance companies 
and learned their tricks during 
his first six years of practice; for 

the past 32 years, he has used that knowledge 
against them and helped thousands of injured 
people maximize their meritorious claims. Mr. 
Easton received his bachelor’s degree from 
Brigham Young University in 1967, his law degree 
from the University of California at Berkeley (Boalt 
Hall) in 1970, and was admitted to the California 
Bar in 1971. He has served as an Orange County 
Superior Court temporary judge, arbitrator and 
mediator and belongs to numerous trial advocacy 
and professional organizations and has lectured on 
trial advocacy skills. For 25 years he has had 
Martindale-Hubble’s highest AV-rating for legal  
skill and ethical conduct. He has been selected by 
his peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in 
America® since 2007, has been recognized as  
a Super Lawyer, and has been named as 
Strathmore’s Medical Malpractice professional  
of the year for 2008.

LAW OFFICES OF  
W. DOUGLAS EASTON
650 TOWN CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 1850 
COSTA MESA, CA 92626
PH: 714.850.4590 FAX: 714.850.1978

W .  D O U G L A S  E A S T O N

COMMERCIAL L IT IGATION, 
PRODUCT L IABIL ITY 
L IT IGATION
Pierce O’Donnell is one of the 
leading trial lawyers in the country. 
He has handled numerous  
complex cases, including antitrust, 
entertainment, environmental, 

intellectual property, energy, securities, products liability, 
toxic tort, real estate, constitutional law, and finance. A 
graduate of Georgetown and Yale, he clerked for 
Supreme Court Justice Byron R. White and Ninth 
Circuit Judge Shirley M. Hufstedler. In recognition of 
winning numerous precedent-setting cases, O’Donnell 
was named one of the “100 Most Influential Lawyers in 
America” by The National Law Journal. O’Donnell 
served as lead trial counsel of a team of lawyers who 
obtained $3.5 billion in settlements from Sempra 
Energy and other energy companies in the California 
Energy Crisis litigation. These are the largest class 
action settlements in U.S. history. O’Donnell serves as 
lead trial counsel for Hurricane Katrina flood victims, the 
State of Louisiana and major corporations in a lawsuit 
against the Army Corps of Engineers. O’Donnell served 
as lead trial counsel for the plaintiff in Auerbach 
Acquisition Associates, Inc. v. Greg Daily—a business 
tort case involving  the 2000 theft of an investment 
opportunity in iPayment, Inc. A Los Angeles jury  
awarded $350 million in damages to his venture capital 
firm client in May 2009.

O’DONNELL & ASSOCIATES PC
550 SOUTH HOPE STREET, SUITE 1000
LOS ANGELES, CA 90071

www.oslaw.com

P I E R C E  O ’ D O N N E L L
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE LAW,
PERSONAL INJURY LIT IGATION 
Professional 
Malpractice Law
Steven Heimberg is a physician 
and an attorney who has  
dedicated his legal practice to 
obtaining justice for victims of 
medical malpractice, HMO mis-

conduct, elder abuse and nursing home neglect. 
Dr. Heimberg’s practice focuses on those who have 
suffered severe personal injuries, brain and spinal 
cord injuries, birth injuries, paralysis and death.

Dr. Heimberg has obtained for his clients 
numerous record-setting medical verdicts and  
settlements, including what were at the time the 
largest ever in California, Los Angeles County, Kern 
County, Riverside County, Ventura County and 
Santa Barbara County history.

As a result of his diverse background and his 
accomplishments, Dr. Heimberg is nationally recog-
nized as a top trial lawyer, and has been selected 
by his peers as a Top 500 Leading Litigator in 
America, Top 500 Plaintiff’s Attorney in America, 
one of Southern California’s Top 100 Super 
Lawyers, and Los Angeles’ Trial Lawyer of the Year. 

Additionally, Dr. Heimberg is a longtime board 
member of both of California’s top consumer attor-
ney organizations. 

HEIMBERG LAW GROUP LLP
1801 CENTURY PARK EAST, SUITE 1920
LOS ANGELES, CA 90067
PH: 310.553.1799 FAX: 310.553.9607

S T E V E N  H E I M B E R G ,  M . D .

PERSONAL INJURY LIT IGATION
Insurance Bad Faith, 
Medical Malpractice, 
Products Liability
For more than 30 years, John 
Denove’s goal has been to 
become the best trial lawyer he 
can be. He has tried more than 
100 civil cases before a jury. Mr. 

Denove holds the designation of Diplomate, the 
highest rank of the American Board of Trial 
Advocates, has served as President of the 
Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles, 
and has been on the board of governors and exec-
utive committees of several other prominent trial 
lawyer associations. Mr. Denove has received 
numerous awards for his trial successes and com-
mitment to representing the rights of the injured. 
He has been recognized as Trial Lawyer of the Year, 
and a Southern California Super Lawyer. Despite 
his extensive individual accomplishments, Mr. 
Denove believes the interests of his clients are best 
served through a solid team effort by his entire 
firm, including attorneys and staff. He teaches trial 
practice to other trial attorneys, and has authored 
many articles on the subject. His firm’s website is an 
educational tool for both attorneys and clients. Mr. 
Denove believes the more the client knows—the 
better choice the client will make.

CHEONG, DENOVE, ROWELL & BENNETT

10100 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 2460 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90067
PH: 310.277.4857 FAX: 310.277.5254

J O H N  F .  D E N O V E
PERSONAL INJURY LIT IGATION
Wylie Aitken, a nationally recog-
nized Preeminent Trial Lawyer and 
founding partner of Aitken Aitken 
Cohn, was, at 35, the youngest 
president in the history of the State 
Trial Bar. He has received numer-
ous honors including: “Franklin G. 

West Award” –Orange County Bar Association’s high-
est honor; Consumer Watchdog’s Rage for Justice 
“Lifetime Achievement Award;” LA Daily Journal’s “10 
Leading Rainmakers 2009,” and repeatedly included in 
the “Top 100” Lawyers in California; a California Super 
Lawyer; Law Dragon 500 Leading Plaintiff Litigators in 
America; Irish America’s “The Legal 100” Irish American 
legal figures in America; and “Top Gun Trial Lawyer of 
the Year” award. He is the President of American Board 
of Trial Advocates Foundation and serves on the 
ABOTA National Board; Celtic Bar past president; and, 
member of Federal Judicial Advisory Committee. His 
significant trial and appellate accomplishments include 
multiple eight figure results: recently a high profile, 
precedent setting Federal Court case against the USA 
awarding a 9 year old girl over $54 Million as a result of 
a collision caused by a federal employee; a major set-
tlement with a national fast food restaurant when a 
young boy fell, sustaining severe traumatic brain injury, 
on it’s playground; and, a confidential settlement 
involving insurance bad faith and failure to defend a 
claim brought by plaintiff, incomplete quadriplegic, 
and an $18 Million stipulated judgment.

AITKEN AITKEN COHN

3 MACARTHUR PLACE, SUITE 800, SANTA ANA, CA 92707
www.aitkenlaw.com

W Y L I E  A .  A I T K E N
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Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Los Angeles, CA 
MARGARET LEVY

Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy | Los Angeles, CA 
LINDA DAKIN-GRIMM

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHEL YVES HORTON

Morrison & Foerster | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID B. BABBE

Munger, Tolles & Olson | Los Angeles, CA 
CARY B. LERMAN

Newmeyer & Dillion | Newport Beach, CA 
GREGORY L. DILLION

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
MARK WOOD

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Los Angeles, CA 
EVE M. CODDON, RONALD M. OSTER

Proskauer Rose | Los Angeles, CA 
NANCY SHER COHEN

Reed Smith | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID M. HALBREICH

Shernoff Bidart Darras  
& Echeverria | Claremont, CA
MICHAEL J. BIDART,  
FRANK N. DARRAS,  
WILLIAM M. SHERNOFF
909.621.4935 | Pages 2-3

Sinnott, Dito, Moura & Puebla | Los Angeles, CA 
RANDOLPH P. SINNOTT

Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal | Los Angeles, CA 
RONALD D. KENT

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW

Arnold & Porter | Los Angeles, CA 
RONALD L. JOHNSTON

Buchalter Nemer | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL L. LOVITZ

Connolly Bove Lodge & Hutz | Los Angeles, CA 
BRUCE G. CHAPMAN, JOHN D. MCCONAGHY

Cowan, DeBaets, Abrahams & Sheppard | Malibu, CA 
STEVEN M. WEINBERG

Crowell & Moring | Irvine, CA 
R. SCOTT FELDMANN, KIMBERLEY CHEN NOBLES

Foley & Lardner | Los Angeles, CA 
MERL JOHN CARSON

Fulbright & Jaworski | Los Angeles, CA 
GREGORY B. WOOD

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Irvine, CA 
DAVID A. SEGAL

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
WAYNE BARSKY

Greenberg Traurig | Santa Monica, CA 
IAN C. BALLON, VINCENT H. CHIEFFO

Hennigan, Bennett & Dorman | Los Angeles, CA 
RODERICK G. DORMAN

Hogan & Hartson | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD DE BODO, STUART LUBITZ

Holland & Knight | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD E. LYON

Howrey | Irvine, CA 
GREGORY CORDREY, RUSSELL B. HILL, WILLIAM C. 
ROOKLIDGE

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
ELLIOT N. BROWN, MORGAN CHU, GARY N. FRISCHLING, 
ANDREI IANCU, JONATHAN S. KAGAN, DAVID O. NIMMER, 
JONATHAN H. STEINBERG, JANE SHAY WALD

Irell & Manella | Newport Beach, CA 
ANDRA BARMASH GREENE

Jones Day | Los Angeles, CA 
VICTOR G. SAVIKAS, ROBERT C. WEISS

Kendall Brill & Klieger | Los Angeles, CA 
LAURA W. BRILL

Kirkland & Ellis | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT G. KRUPKA, DIANA TORRES

Klein, O’Neill & Singh | Irvine, CA 
HOWARD J. KLEIN

Knobbe, Martens, Olson & Bear | Irvine, CA 
JOSEPH S. CIANFRANI, DON W. MARTENS, JOSEPH R. RE, 
JOHN B. SGANGA, JR.

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
MARK A. FLAGEL, ROBERT STEINBERG

Leopold, Petrich & Smith | Los Angeles, CA 
LOUIS P. PETRICH

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Costa Mesa, CA 
DEAN J. ZIPSER

Morrison & Foerster | Los Angeles, CA 
CHARLES S. BARQUIST

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
MARK A. SAMUELS, ROBERT M. SCHWARTZ

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe | Irvine, CA 
JAMES W. GERIAK

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart Oliver & Hedges | Los Angeles, CA 
FREDERICK A. LORIG

Sheldon Mak Rose & Anderson | Pasadena, CA 
ROBERT A. SCHROEDER, JEFFREY G. SHELDON

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
GARY A. CLARK

Sidley Austin | Los Angeles, CA 
JEFFREY M. OLSON, EDWARD G. POPLAWSKI

Snell & Wilmer | Costa Mesa, CA 
ALBIN H. GESS, JOSEPH W. PRICE, JR.

Southwestern Law School | Los Angeles, CA 
LIONEL S. SOBEL

Law Offices of Douglas Zachary | Glendale, CA
DONALD L. ZACHARY
818.637.2495 | Page 33 

Stetina, Brunda, Garred & Brucker | Aliso Viejo, CA 
BRUCE B. BRUNDA

Sullivan & Cromwell | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT A. SACKS

The Law Office of Laurence H. Pretty | Los Angeles, CA 
LAURENCE H. PRETTY

TroyGould | Los Angeles, CA 
RONALD S. ROSEN

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND FINANCE LAW

Golbert & Associates | Los Angeles, CA 
ALBERT S. GOLBERT

Holland & Knight | Los Angeles, CA 
FRANCIS W. COSTELLO

McKenna Long & Aldridge | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN R. LIEBMAN

WHITE-COLLAR CRIMINAL 
DEFENSE
Non-White-Collar 
Criminal Defense
Dean Steward’s been a trial law-
yer in federal court for almost 30 
years, having tried more than 
150 felony jury trials. His practice 

centers on the defense of white collar crime allega-
tions and narcotics cases. His former positions 
include Directing Attorney, Federal Public 
Defenders, Orange County, California; Chairman, 
California State Bar Criminal Law Advisory 
Commission and First Assistant Federal Public 
Defender, Honolulu, Hawaii. He is also a Fellow in 
the American College of Trial Lawyers, and a for-
mer lawyer delegate to the Ninth Circuit Judicial 
Conference. Among other accomplishments, Mr. 
Steward secured an acquittal in the B.N. Goldberg 
investment fraud case in Los Angeles. He routinely 
represents directors, managers and employees of 
companies under federal investigation, in fields 
such as health care, retail, banking and other com-
merce. He also succeeded in getting evidence sup-
pressed in high profile indictments involving inter-
national adoptions and a case involving weapons 
and aircraft sales to foreign countries. Both cases 
were later dismissed. According to the Los Angeles 
Daily Journal, March 14, 2006, in court Steward is 
“solid, prepared, intensely knowledgeable…
unflappable and steady”.
H. DEAN STEWARD, ATTORNEY AT LAW

107 AVENIDA MIRAMAR, SUITE C, SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672
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Musick, Peeler & Garrett | Los Angeles, CA 
NEAL S. MILLARD

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
WARREN M. CHRISTOPHER

Peter A. Gelles | Los Angeles, CA
PETER A. GELLES
310.201.7900 | Page 32

Southwestern University School of Law | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT E. LUTZ II

Zuber & Taillieu | Los Angeles, CA 
PATRICK L. DEL DUCA

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld | Los Angeles, CA 
HOWARD D. FABRICK

Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL D. RYAN

Allred, Maroko & Goldberg | Los Angeles, CA 
NATHAN GOLDBERG, DOLORES Y. LEAL, MICHAEL 
MAROKO, ROBERT T. OLMOS

Ballard, Rosenberg, Golper & Savitt | Universal City, CA 
KENNETH R. BALLARD, JOHN B. GOLPER, RICHARD S. 
ROSENBERG, LINDA MILLER SAVITT

Barnes, Crosby, Fitzgerald & Zeman | Irvine, CA 
WILLIAM M. CROSBY

Bononi Law Group | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM STEWART WALDO

Bornn & Surls | Manhattan Beach, CA 
NANCY BORNN, CURTIS L. SURLS

Dorsey & Whitney | Irvine, CA 
GABRIELLE WIRTH

Fisher & Phillips | Irvine, CA 
KARL R. LINDEGREN, JAMES J. MCDONALD, JR., WARREN L. 
NELSON, JOHN M. POLSON

Ford & Harrison | Los Angeles, CA 
LYNE A. RICHARDSON

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Irvine, CA 
WILLIAM D. CLASTER

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
PAMELA L. HEMMINGER, SCOTT A. KRUSE

Gilbert & Sackman | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT A. CANTORE, JOSEPH L. PALLER, JR.

Greenberg Traurig | Santa Monica, CA 
DIANA P. SCOTT

Hadsell Stormer Keeny Richardson & Renick | Pasadena, CA 
BARBARA E. HADSELL, VIRGINIA KEENY, RANDALL R. 
RENICK, ANNE K. RICHARDSON, DAN L. STORMER

Harris E. Kershnar | Tustin, CA 
HARRIS E. KERSHNAR

James N. Adler Mediation & Arbitration | Los Angeles, CA
JAMES N. ADLER
310.209.8548 | Page 32

Jeffrey K. Winikow | Los Angeles, CA 
JEFFREY K. WINIKOW

Jones Day | Irvine, CA 
ROBERT A. NAEVE

Jones Day | Los Angeles, CA 
DEBORAH CRANDALL SAXE

Law Office of Michelle A. Reinglass | Laguna Hills, CA 
MICHELLE A. REINGLASS

Law Office of Paul E. Crost | Long Beach, CA 
PAUL E. CROST

Law Offices of Toni J. Jaramilla | Los Angeles, CA
TONI J. JARAMILLA
310.551.3020 | Page 32

Law Office of Vincent P. Nolan | Riverside, CA 
VINCENT P. NOLAN

Law Offices of Jonathan W. Biddle | Los Angeles, CA 
JONATHAN W. BIDDLE

Law Offices of Richard A. Love | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD A. LOVE

Lester G. Ostrov | Los Angeles, CA 
LESTER G. OSTROV

Littler Mendelson | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM J. EMANUEL, DIANE L. KIMBERLIN

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Los Angeles, CA 
ALAN M. BRUNSWICK

Michael J. Faber | Santa Monica, CA 
MICHAEL J. FABER

Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM L. COLE, ADAM LEVIN, LAWRENCE A.  
MICHAELS, STEVEN M. SCHNEIDER

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius | Los Angeles, CA 
GEORGE A. STOHNER

Munger, Tolles & Olson | Los Angeles, CA 
ALAN V. FRIEDMAN, TERRY E. SANCHEZ

Nixon Peabody | Los Angeles, CA 
ANN KANE SMITH

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
APALLA CHOPRA, SCOTT H. DUNHAM, GORDON E. 
KRISCHER, FRAMROZE M. VIRJEE

Parker, Milliken, Clark, O’Hara & Samuelian | Los Angeles, CA 
EVERETT F. MEINERS, ANTHONY T. OLIVER, JR., KARL A. 
SCHMIDT

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Costa Mesa, CA 
STEPHEN L. BERRY, JAMES P. CARTER, MICHAEL A. HOOD

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Los Angeles, CA 
LESLIE L. ABBOTT, GEORGE W. ABELE, NANCY L. ABELL, 
ELENA R. BACA, PAUL GROSSMAN, ERIC H. JOSS,  
J. AL LATHAM, JR., ETHAN LIPSIG, DONNA D. MELBY, 
JAMES A. ZAPP

Payne & Fears | Irvine, CA 
DANIEL F. FEARS, JAMES L. PAYNE, DANIEL L. RASMUSSEN

Posner & Rosen | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL P. POSNER, HOWARD Z. ROSEN

Proskauer Rose | Los Angeles, CA 
BERNARD D. GOLD, ANTHONY J. ONCIDI

Reich, Adell, Crost & Cvitan | Los Angeles, CA 
HIRSCH ADELL, ALEXANDER CVITAN, GEORGE A. PAPPY

Reid & Hellyer | Riverside, CA 
TERRY D. BRIDGES

Rothner, Segall & Greenstone | Pasadena, CA 
ELLEN GREENSTONE, GLENN E. ROTHNER, ANTHONY R. 
SEGALL

Rottman Law and Mediation | Los Angeles, CA
STEVEN J. ROTTMAN
310.751.0114 | Page 32

Rutan & Tucker | Costa Mesa, CA 
DAVID C. LARSEN, JAMES L. MORRIS

Schwartz, Steinsapir, Dohrmann & Sommers | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT M. DOHRMANN, STUART LIBICKI, LAURENCE D. 

Michael Goldstein

L A W  O F F I C E S  O F  M I C H A E L  G O L D S T E I N
For 30 years, Michael Goldstein has worked on behalf of clients who found 
themselves or their loved ones the victims of catastrophic injury or death. 
Through settlement and trial, he has recovered tens of millions of dollars for 
extraordinary medical care costs and loss of enjoyment of life for individuals 
with severe injuries, including brain and spinal cord injuries, caused by 
motor vehicle negligence, medical malpractice, or defective automotive 
and medical products.  

Many of his clients suffered traumatic brain injuries (TBI’s) that were not 
detected by MRI or CT. These so-called “mild” TBI’s can have profound 
effects on every aspect of life, yet be difficult to prove because of the  
‘normal’ MRI and CT.  Mr. Goldstein works with Neuro-Radiologists using 
cutting-edge brain-imaging technology to confirm brain dysfunction in 
these challenging cases. Mr. Goldstein has also developed an expertise 
with respect to catastrophic injury claims in tire failure litigation, and has 
recovered more than $70 million for the victims of defective tires.

Over the years, Mr. Goldstein’s ability and character have been  
recognized repeatedly by his colleagues. A two-time recipient of 
“Outstanding Trial Lawyer Awards” from the San Diego Trial Lawyers 
Association for multi-million dollar verdicts in challenging catastrophic  
injury cases, he’s also been awarded a Martindale-Hubbell AV-rating for  
the highest level of legal skill and ethical conduct. He’s a member of the 
esteemed American Board of Trial Advocates, has been recognized by  
his peers for inclusion in Best Lawyers in America ® and has been selected 
as a Southern California Super Lawyer.  His extensive expertise has led  
to appearances in national media, including 20/20 and The NBC  
Nightly News.

295 HILLCREST DRIVE, ENCINITAS, CA 92024

LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL GOLDSTEIN
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STEINSAPIR

Scott & Whitehead | Newport Beach, CA 
R. CRAIG SCOTT

Serratore - Ames | Beverly Hills, CA 
SCOTT R. AMES

Seyfarth Shaw | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID D. KADUE

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD J. SIMMONS

Sidley Austin | Los Angeles, CA 
JEFFREY A. BERMAN

Silver Hadden, Silver, Wexler & Levine | Santa Monica, CA 
STEPHEN H. SILVER

Snell & Wilmer | Costa Mesa, CA 
FRANK CRONIN, CHRISTY D. JOSEPH

Spiro Moss | Los Angeles, CA 
DENNIS F. MOSS

Steven Drapkin | Los Angeles, CA 
STEVEN G. DRAPKIN

Swerdlow Florence Sanchez Swerdlow  
& Wimmer | Beverly Hills, CA 
DAVID A. WIMMER

Winston & Strawn | Los Angeles, CA 
LEE T. PATERSON

LAND USE & ZONING LAW

Cox, Castle & Nicholson | Los Angeles, CA 
KENNETH B. BLEY, STANLEY W. LAMPORT

DLA Piper | Los Angeles, CA 
LINDA J. BOZUNG, JOHN W. WHITAKER

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
AMY R. FORBES

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
GEORGE J. MIHLSTEN, LUCINDA STARRETT

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Costa Mesa, CA 
SUSAN K. HORI

The Sohagi Law Group | Los Angeles, CA 
MARGARET MOORE SOHAGI

Theodora, Oringher, Miller & Richman | Costa Mesa, CA 
TIMOTHY PAONE

LEGAL MALPRACTICE LAW

Baker, Keener & Nahra | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT C. BAKER

Haight, Brown & Bonesteel | Los Angeles, CA 
PETER Q. EZZELL

JAMS | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN J. QUINN

Kaye Scholer | Los Angeles, CA 
LARRY R. FELDMAN

Keesal, Young & Logan | Long Beach, CA 
SAMUEL A. KEESAL, JR.

Lewis, Brisbois, Bisgaard & Smith | Costa Mesa, CA 
H. GILBERT JONES, JR.

Munger, Tolles & Olson | Los Angeles, CA 
BRAD D. BRIAN

Reed Smith | Los Angeles, CA 
KURT C. PETERSON

Snell & Wilmer | Costa Mesa, CA 
WILLIAM S. O’HARE

LEVERAGED BUYOUTS  
AND PRIVATE EQUITY LAW

Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis | Irvine, CA 
KEITH P. BISHOP

Bingham McCutchen | Costa Mesa, CA 
JAMES W. LOSS

Bingham McCutchen | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD WELCH

Dana M. Warren | Pasadena, CA 
DANA M. WARREN

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
BRUCE D. MEYER, BRADFORD P. WEIRICK

Hughes Hubbard & Reed | Los Angeles, CA 
RAY LASOYA

Kirkland & Ellis | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN A. WEISSENBACH

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Costa Mesa, CA 
PETER J. TENNYSON

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Costa Mesa, CA 
DAVID M. BOSKO

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
LAWRENCE M. BRAUN

Sidley Austin | Los Angeles, CA 
GARY J. COHEN

MARITIME LAW

Duane Morris | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT J. ZAPF

Keesal, Young & Logan | Long Beach, CA 
WILLIAM H. COLLIER, JR., SAMUEL A. KEESAL, JR., ALBERT E. 
PEACOCK III, SCOTT T. PRATT, JOSEPH A. WALSH II

Swain & Dipolito | Long Beach, CA 
MICHAEL L. SWAIN

MASS TORT LITIGATION

Arnold & Porter | Los Angeles, CA 
ELLEN K. REISMAN

Dykema | Los Angeles, CA 
E. LEE HORTON

Engstrom, Lipscomb & Lack | Los Angeles, CA 
WALTER J. LACK

Filice Brown Eassa & McLeod | Los Angeles, CA 
GENNARO A. FILICE III

Fulbright & Jaworski | Los Angeles, CA 
JEFFREY BRIAN MARGULIES

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Irvine, CA 
ROBERT W. LOEWEN

Girardi | Keese | Los Angeles, CA
THOMAS V. GIRARDI
213.977.0211 | Pages 6-7

Greenberg Traurig | Irvine, CA 
GREGORY F. HURLEY

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
ERNEST J. GETTO

Liner Grode Stein Yankelevitz Sunshine Regenstreif & Taylor | 
Los Angeles, CA 
KEVIN C. MAYER

Lopez McHugh | Newport Beach, CA 
RAMON ROSSI LOPEZ

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius | Los Angeles, CA 
V. THOMAS MEADOR III

Munger, Tolles & Olson | Los Angeles, CA 
PETER R. TAFT

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman | Los Angeles, CA 
J. RICHARD MORRISSEY

Ridout & Lyon | Long Beach, CA 
CHRISTOPHER P. RIDOUT

Robinson, Calcagnie  
& Robinson | Newport Beach, CA
MARK P. ROBINSON, JR.
949.720.1288 | Back Cover

Rose, Klein & Marias | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID A. ROSEN

Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & Arnold | Los Angeles, CA 
ELLIOTT D. OLSON

Sidley Austin | Los Angeles, CA 
DEBRA E. POLE

Steptoe & Johnson | Los Angeles, CA 
LAWRENCE P. RIFF

The Arkin Law Firm | Los Angeles, CA 
SHARON J. ARKIN

The Lanier Law Firm | Los Angeles, CA
W. MARK LANIER
800.805.1121 | Page 10

Waters & Kraus | El Segundo, CA 
MICHAEL L. ARMITAGE

Winston & Strawn | Los Angeles, CA 
NEAL R. MARDER

MEDIA LAW

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld | Los Angeles, CA 
REX S. HEINKE

Davis Wright Tremaine | Los Angeles, CA 
KELLI L. SAGER, ALONZO WICKERS IV

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
THEODORE J. BOUTROUS, JR., RUTH E. FISHER,  
LAWRENCE J. ULMAN

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
BRUCE A. WESSEL

Munger, Tolles & Olson | Los Angeles, CA 
MARK B. HELM, STEVEN M. PERRY

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
CRAIG P. CARDON

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE LAW

AgnewBrusavich | Torrance, CA 
GERALD E. AGNEW, JR.

Bonne, Bridges, Mueller, O’Keefe & Nichols | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES D. NICHOLS, DAVID J. O’KEEFE

Bonne, Bridges, Mueller, O’Keefe & Nichols | Santa Ana, CA 
MARGARET M. HOLM

Carroll, Kelly, Trotter, Franzen & McKenna | Long Beach, CA 
RICHARD D. CARROLL, MICHAEL J. TROTTER

Day, Day & Brown | Tustin, CA 
CHRISTOPHER J. DAY

Heimberg Law Group | Los Angeles, CA
STEVEN A. HEIMBERG
310.553.1799 | Page 25

Keesal, Young & Logan | Long Beach, CA 
SAMUEL A. KEESAL, JR.

Kussman & Whitehill | Los Angeles, CA 
RUSSELL S. KUSSMAN

Law Office of Jeffrey Raynes | Redlands, CA 
JEFFREY S. RAYNES

Law Offices of Michels & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
PHILIP MICHELS

Law Offices of Sean M. Burke | Irvine, CA
SEAN M. BURKE
949.644.3434 | Page 32

Peterson & Bradford | Burbank, CA 
GEORGE E. PETERSON

Reback, McAndrews, Kjar, Warford & Stockalper | San 
Bernardino, CA 
ROBERT K. WARFORD

Richard T. Lobl | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD T. LOBL

Stone, Dolginer & Wenzel | El Segundo, CA 
ROBERT N. STONE

Taylor Blessey | Los Angeles, CA
N. DENISE TAYLOR
213.687.1600 | Page 33

The Law Offices of Marshall Silberberg | Newport Beach, CA 
KENNETH MARSHALL SILBERBERG

MERGERS & ACQUISITIONS LAW

Bingham McCutchen | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID K. ROBBINS

Dewey & LeBoeuf | Los Angeles, CA 
GARY APFEL

Fulbright & Jaworski | Los Angeles, CA 
TIM C. BRUINSMA, ANDREW J. DEMETRIOU,  
DAVID A. EBERSHOFF, HARRY L. HATHAWAY

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Irvine, CA 
JOHN M. WILLIAMS III

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
BRUCE D. MEYER, BRADFORD P. WEIRICK

Greenberg Glusker | Los Angeles, CA 
RONALD K. FUJIKAWA

Greenberg Traurig | Irvine, CA 
JOHN J. GIOVANNONE

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
JOAN L. LESSER, ALVIN G. SEGEL

Joel Franklyn McIntyre | Glendora, CA 
JOEL FRANKLIN MCINTYRE

Latham & Watkins | Costa Mesa, CA 
CHARLES K. RUCK

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
PAUL D. TOSETTI

Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell | Los Angeles, CA 
NEAL H. BROCKMEYER

Luce, Forward, Hamilton & Scripps | Irvine, CA 
WILLIAM T. GAY
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Mayer Brown | Los Angeles, CA 
WARREN R. LOUI, JAMES R. WALTHER

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN F. HARTIGAN

Munger, Tolles & Olson | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT E. DENHAM

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
STEVEN L. GROSSMAN

O’Melveny & Myers | Newport Beach, CA 
DAVID A. KRINSKY, GARY J. SINGER

RL Fein | Los Angeles, CA 
RONALD L. FEIN

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
LAWRENCE M. BRAUN

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom | Los Angeles, CA 
JOSEPH J. GIUNTA, BRIAN J. MCCARTHY, GREGG A. NOEL, 
NICHOLAS P. SAGGESE

Sullivan & Cromwell | Los Angeles, CA 
FRANK H. GOLAY, JR., ALISON S. RESSLER

TroyGould | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM D. GOULD

MORTGAGE BANKING FORECLOSURE LAW

The Wolf Firm | Irvine, CA 
ALAN STEVEN WOLF

MUNICIPAL LAW

Freeman, Freeman & Smiley | Los Angeles, CA 
GERALD M. FISHER

MUTUAL FUNDS LAW

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT R. CARLSON

NATIVE AMERICAN  LAW

Holland & Knight | Los Angeles, CA 
JEROME L. LEVINE, TERESA E. POUST

NATURAL RESOURCES LAW

Akerman Senterfitt | Los Angeles, CA 
GREGORY R. MCCLINTOCK

Best Best & Krieger | Riverside, CA 
ARTHUR L. LITTLEWORTH, MICHELLE OUELLETTE,  
GREGORY K. WILKINSON

Mayer Brown | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL F. KERR, JOHN NADOLENCO, NEIL M. SOLTMAN

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman | Los Angeles, CA 
CHRISTOPHER J. MCNEVIN

The Law Offices of Young Wooldridge | Bakersfield, CA 
SCOTT K. KUNEY

NON-PROFIT/CHARITIES LAW

Davis & Whalen | Valley Village, CA 
EDMOND R. DAVIS

Greenberg Glusker | Los Angeles, CA 
JON J. GALLO

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
PAUL N. FRIMMER

Loeb & Loeb | Los Angeles, CA 
LEAH M. BISHOP, STUART P. TOBISMAN

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES R. SCHWARTZ

McDermott Will & Emery | Los Angeles, CA 
DOUGLAS M. MANCINO

Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID WHEELER NEWMAN

Musick, Peeler & Garrett | Los Angeles, CA 
J. PATRICK WHALEY

Rodriguez, Horii, Choi & Cafferata | Los Angeles, CA 
REYNOLDS T. CAFFERATA, WILLIAM C. CHOI

PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION

AgnewBrusavich | Torrance, CA 
GERALD E. AGNEW, JR., BRUCE M. BRUSAVICH

Aitken, Aitken & Cohn | Santa Ana, CA
WYLIE A. AITKEN
714.434.1424 | Page 25

Baker, Keener & Nahra | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT C. BAKER

Bonne, Bridges, Mueller, O’Keefe & Nichols | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES D. NICHOLS, DAVID J. O’KEEFE

Callahan & Blaine | Santa Ana, CA
DANIEL J. CALLAHAN
714.241.4444 | Page 12

Carroll, Kelly, Trotter, Franzen & McKenna | Long Beach, CA 
RICHARD D. CARROLL

Cheong, Denove, Rowell  
& Bennett | Los Angeles, CA
JOHN F. DENOVE
310.277.4857 | Page 25

David E. Wood | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID E. WOOD

Day, Day & Brown | Tustin, CA 
CHRISTOPHER J. DAY

Dykema | Los Angeles, CA 
E. LEE HORTON

Engstrom, Lipscomb & Lack | Los Angeles, CA 
WALTER J. LACK

Ford, Walker, Haggerty & Behar | Long Beach, CA 
JEFFREY S. BEHAR, TIMOTHY L. WALKER

G. Dana Hobart | Rancho Mirage, CA 
G. DANA HOBART

Garza & Garza | Redlands, CA 
FLORENTINO R. GARZA

Girardi | Keese | Los Angeles, CA
THOMAS V. GIRARDI,  
DAVID R. LIRA
213.977.0211 | Pages 6-7

Gonzalez & Hulbert | Glendale, CA 
GEORGE R. HILLSINGER

Gordon, Edelstein, Krepack, Grant, Felton & Goldstein | Los 
Angeles, CA 
ROGER L. GORDON, HOWARD D. KREPACK

Grassini & Wrinkle | Woodland Hills, CA
LAWRENCE P. GRASSINI,  
ROLAND WRINKLE
818.348.1717 | Page 15

Greene Broillet & Wheeler | Santa Monica, CA
BRUCE A. BROILLET,  
BROWNE R. GREENE,  
MARK T. QUIGLEY,  
CHRISTINE D. SPAGNOLI,  
GEOFFREY S. WELLS,  
TIMOTHY J. WHEELER
310.576.1200 | Page 35

Haight, Brown & Bonesteel | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM G. BAUMGAERTNER, MICHAEL J. BONESTEEL, 
PETER Q. EZZELL, DENNIS K. WHEELER

Heimberg Law Group | Los Angeles, CA
STEVEN A. HEIMBERG
310.553.1799 | Page 25

Herbert Hafif | Claremont, CA 
HERBERT HAFIF

Howarth & Smith | Los Angeles, CA 
DON HOWARTH, SUZELLE M. SMITH

Kaye Scholer | Los Angeles, CA 
LARRY R. FELDMAN

Kussman & Whitehill | Los Angeles, CA 
RUSSELL S. KUSSMAN, MICHAEL WHITEHILL

Law Office of Jeffrey Raynes | Redlands, CA 
JEFFREY S. RAYNES

Law Office of Michael Paul Thomas | Newport Beach, CA 
MICHAEL PAUL THOMAS

Alex is available nationwide 
exclusively through JAMS

ADRMediate.com or JAMSADR.com 
Apolsky@JAMSADR.com

707 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90017
(714) 501 1321 (direct)

(714) 937 8233 (case manager)

Alex’s national and 
international ADR 

practices emphasizes 
complex, emotional 

or contentious 
disputes in areas 

including:

Business
Commercial
Construction
Class Action

Entertainment
Employment
Malpractice
Maritime
Mass Tort

Product Liability 
Real Estate

(Licensed Broker) 
Serious Injury

Special Master
A Professor of Law at USC, Alex designed 
a program emphasizing Effective & Ethi-
cal Interest Based Negotiation, and conducts 
negotiation skills training for corporations, 
law fi rms and Bar Associations. 

includes domestic and international

 ed as one of 
The Daily 

Journal newspaper, named in Super Lawyers, 
and is AV rated.

Written comments on Alex’s practice include:

Assoc. Dispute Resolution Services and the 
Legal Aid’s Grand Cru fundraising event.  He 

profession and is a partner at Briggs Morgan.  

lenges unique to complex case ADR practice.
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Law Offices of  
Charles B. O’Reilly | Los Angeles, CA
CHARLES B. O’REILLY
323.851.5307 | Page 31

Law Offices of Gary Dordick | Beverly Hills, CA 
GARY A. DORDICK

Law Offices of Michels & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
PHILIP MICHELS

Law Offices of Sean M. Burke | Irvine, CA
SEAN M. BURKE
949.644.3434 | Page 32

Law Offices of  
W. Douglas Easton | Costa Mesa, CA
W. DOUGLAS EASTON
714.850.4590 | Page 25

Lewis, Brisbois, Bisgaard & Smith | Costa Mesa, CA 
H. GILBERT JONES, JR.

Lewis, Brisbois, Bisgaard & Smith | Los Angeles, CA 
ROY M. BRISBOIS

Lopez, Hodes, Restaino, Milman & Skikos | Irvine, CA 
DANIEL M. HODES

Mardirossian & Associates | Los Angeles, CA 
GARO MARDIROSSIAN

Michael J. Piuze | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL J. PIUZE

Panish Shea & Boyle | Los Angeles, CA
KEVIN R. BOYLE,  
BRIAN PANISH,  
ADAM K. SHEA
310.477.1700 | Pages 2-3

Peterson & Bradford | Burbank, CA 
GEORGE E. PETERSON

Reback, McAndrews, Kjar, Warford & Stockalper | San 
Bernardino, CA 
ROBERT K. WARFORD

Reid & Hellyer | Riverside, CA 
DAVID G. MOORE

Ringler Kearney Alvarez | Los Angeles, CA
JEROME L. RINGLER
213.473.1900 | Page 13

Robinson, Calcagnie  
& Robinson | Newport Beach, CA
MARK P. ROBINSON, JR.
949.720.1288 | Back Cover

Ronald B. Schwartz | Newport Beach, CA 
RONALD B. SCHWARTZ

Shernoff Bidart Darras  
& Echeverria | Claremont, CA
MICHAEL J. BIDART,  
WILLIAM M. SHERNOFF
909.621.4935 | Pages 4-5

Sidley Austin | Los Angeles, CA 
DEBRA E. POLE

Sinclitico & Burns | Long Beach, CA 
DENNIS J. SINCLITICO

Stolpman, Krissman, Elber & Silver | Long Beach, CA 
DENNIS M. ELBER, JOEL KRISSMAN,  
THOMAS G. STOLPMAN

Stone, Dolginer & Wenzel | El Segundo, CA 
ROBERT N. STONE, MARK D. WENZEL

Taylor & Ring | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID M. RING, JOHN C. TAYLOR

Taylor Blessey | Los Angeles, CA
N. DENISE TAYLOR
213.687.1600 | Page 33

The Law Offices of Ian Herzog | Santa Monica, CA 
IAN BUDDY HERZOG

The Law Offices of Marshall Silberberg | Newport Beach, CA 
KENNETH MARSHALL SILBERBERG

The Law Offices of  
Michael Goldstein | Encinitas, CA
MICHAEL GOLDSTEIN
760.436.1801 | Page 27

The Meenan Lariviere Law Firm | Pasadena, CA 
KEVIN MEENAN

Theodora, Oringher, Miller & Richman | Costa Mesa, CA 
TODD C. THEODORA

Thomas T. Anderson | Indio, CA 
THOMAS T. ANDERSON

Thompson & Colegate | Riverside, CA 
DONALD G. GRANT

Welebir Tierney & Weck | Redlands, CA 
DOUGLAS F. WELEBIR

Yoka & Smith | Los Angeles, CA 
WALTER M. YOKA

PRIVATE FUNDS LAW

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
BRADFORD P. WEIRICK

K&L Gates | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM P. WADE

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Los Angeles, CA 
T. HALE BOGGS III

Sidley Austin | Los Angeles, CA 
GARY J. COHEN

Sullivan & Cromwell | Los Angeles, CA 
FRANK H. GOLAY, JR., ALISON S. RESSLER

PRODUCT LIABILITY LITIGATION

AgnewBrusavich | Torrance, CA 
GERALD E. AGNEW, JR., BRUCE M. BRUSAVICH

Bonne, Bridges, Mueller, O’Keefe & Nichols | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID J. O’KEEFE

Grassini & Wrinkle | Woodland Hills, CA
LAWRENCE P. GRASSINI
818.348.1717 | Page 15

Greene Broillet & Wheeler | Santa Monica, CA
BRUCE A. BROILLET,  
SCOTT H. CARR,  
CHRISTINE D. SPAGNOLI,  
GEOFFREY S. WELLS
310.576.1200 | Page 35

Haight, Brown & Bonesteel | Los Angeles, CA 
PETER Q. EZZELL

Kaye Scholer | Los Angeles, CA 
JAN E. DODD, LARRY R. FELDMAN

Keesal, Young & Logan | Long Beach, CA 
SAMUEL A. KEESAL, JR.

O’Donnell & Associates | Los Angeles, CA
PIERCE H. O’DONNELL
213.347.0290 | Page 25

Panish Shea & Boyle | Los Angeles, CA
BRIAN PANISH,  
ADAM K. SHEA
310.477.1700 | Pages 2-3

Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & Arnold | Los Angeles, CA 
RALPH A. CAMPILLO, ELLIOTT D. OLSON

Sidley Austin | Los Angeles, CA 
DEBRA E. POLE

Snell & Wilmer | Costa Mesa, CA 
ROBERT J. GIBSON, GARY A. WOLENSKY

Stolpman, Krissman, Elber & Silver | Long Beach, CA 
DENNIS M. ELBER, JOEL KRISSMAN, THOMAS G. 
STOLPMAN

Yoka & Smith | Los Angeles, CA 
WALTER M. YOKA

Yukevich Calfo & Cavanaugh | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES J. YUKEVICH

PROFESSIONAL MALPRACTICE LAW

Bonne, Bridges, Mueller, O’Keefe & Nichols | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID J. O’KEEFE

Grassini & Wrinkle | Woodland Hills, CA
LAWRENCE P. GRASSINI
818.348.1717 | Page 15

Greene Broillet & Wheeler | Santa Monica, CA
BRUCE A. BROILLET
310.576.1200 | Page 35

Kaye Scholer | Los Angeles, CA 
LARRY R. FELDMAN

Keesal, Young & Logan | Long Beach, CA 
SAMUEL A. KEESAL, JR.

Kussman & Whitehill | Los Angeles, CA 
RUSSELL S. KUSSMAN

Law Offices of Michels & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
PHILIP MICHELS

Peterson & Bradford | Burbank, CA 
GEORGE E. PETERSON

Rosen Saba | Beverly Hills, CA 
JAMES R. ROSEN

Stolpman, Krissman, Elber & Silver | Long Beach, CA 
THOMAS G. STOLPMAN

Victor L. George Law Offices | Torrance, CA 
VICTOR L. GEORGE

PROJECT FINANCE LAW

Chadbourne & Parke | Los Angeles, CA 
ADAM S. UMANOFF, EDWARD W. ZAELKE

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
JEFFREY B. GREENBERG, DAVID B. ROGERS

Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy | Los Angeles, CA 
EDWIN F. FEO

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD A. SHORTZ

PUBLIC FINANCE LAW

Fulbright & Jaworski | Los Angeles, CA 
STEPHEN T. COLE, DONALD L. HUNT, LISALEE ANNE WELLS

Goodwin Procter | Los Angeles, CA 
LEWIS G. FELDMAN

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe | Los Angeles, CA 
EUGENE J. CARRON

RAILROAD LAW

Pfiester & Russo | Los Angeles, CA 
R. EDWARD PFIESTER, JR.

REAL ESTATE LAW

Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis | Irvine, CA 
GARY S. MCKITTERICK

Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis | Los Angeles, CA 
FREDERICK L. ALLEN, MICHAEL L. MATKINS, ANTON N. 
NATSIS, JOHN M. TIPTON

Arnold & Porter | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES D. RICHMAN

Blank Rome | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM S. SMALL

Bocarsly Emden Cowan Esmail & Arndt | Los Angeles, CA 
AAFTAB ESMAIL

Cox, Castle & Nicholson | Irvine, CA 
ARTHUR O. SPAULDING, JR.

Cox, Castle & Nicholson | Los Angeles, CA 
KENNETH B. BLEY, GARY A. GLICK, JOHN H. KUHL, RONALD 
I. SILVERMAN, IRA J. WALDMAN, MATHEW A. WYMAN
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DLA Piper | Los Angeles, CA 
LINDA J. BOZUNG, STEVEN A. FEIN, RICHARD C. 
MENDELSON, MICHAEL E. MEYER, JACKIE KIM PARK, BETTY 
M. SHUMENER, ALAN WAYTE, JOHN W. WHITAKER

Ervin, Cohen & Jessup | Beverly Hills, CA 
LEE SILVER

Fulbright & Jaworski | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL G. SMOOKE

Garrett DeFrenza Stiepel | Costa Mesa, CA 
MARCELLO F. DEFRENZA, HENRY R. STIEPEL

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
DENNIS B. ARNOLD, AMY R. FORBES, MICHAEL F. 
SFREGOLA, JESSE SHARF

Gilchrist & Rutter | Santa Monica, CA 
JONATHAN S. GROSS, SUSAN FOWLER MCNALLY

Glaser, Weil, Fink, Jacobs, Howard  
& Shapiro | Los Angeles, CA
PETER M. WEIL
310.553.3000 | Page 26

Goodwin Procter | Los Angeles, CA 
LEWIS G. FELDMAN, DEAN C. PAPPAS

Greenberg Glusker | Los Angeles, CA 
STEPHEN CLAMAN

Herbert J. Strickstein | Encino, CA 
HERBERT J. STRICKSTEIN

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
LOUIS A. HUSKINS, SANDRA GERSON KANENGISER

Irell & Manella | Newport Beach, CA 
KYLE S. KAWAKAMI, ANTHONY W. PIEROTTI,  
RICHARD M. SHERMAN, JR.

Jones Day | Irvine, CA 
RICHARD S. RUBEN

Katten Muchin Rosenman | Los Angeles, CA 
THOMAS J. LEANSE, BENZION J. WESTREICH

Kennerly Lamishaw & Rossi | Los Angeles, CA 
MARGARET FRICK BERTISCH, NANCY N. KENNERLY,  
MATT LAMISHAW

King Parret & Droste | Newport Beach, CA 
ALAN J. DROSTE, ROY S. GEIGER

Klein & Weisz | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL S. KLEIN

Latham & Watkins | Costa Mesa, CA 
DAVID MECKLER

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
DONALD I. BERGER, URSULA H. HYMAN,  
GEORGE J. MIHLSTEN

Luce, Forward, Hamilton & Scripps | Irvine, CA 
JOHN C. MURPHY

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Costa Mesa, CA 
SUSAN K. HORI

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Los Angeles, CA 
KEITH A. ALLEN-NIESEN, ROBERT M. ELLER, TIMI A. HALLEM

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius | Irvine, CA 
STEPHEN R. FINN

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius | Los Angeles, CA 
ANTHONY CIASULLI

Morrison & Foerster | Los Angeles, CA 
THOMAS R. FILETI

Munger, Tolles & Olson | Los Angeles, CA 
O’MALLEY M. MILLER, RICHARD S. VOLPERT

Newmeyer & Dillion | Newport Beach, CA 
MICHAEL CUCCHISSI, GREGORY L. DILLION

O’Melveny & Myers | Newport Beach, CA 
FRANK RUGANI

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Costa Mesa, CA 
JOHN F. SIMONIS

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT M. KEANE, JR., MITCH B. MENZER,  
PATRICK A. RAMSEY

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES M. RISHWAIN, JR., WILLIAM S. WALLER

Pircher, Nichols & Meeks | Los Angeles, CA 
STEVENS A. CAREY, GARY M. LAUGHLIN, PHILLIP G. 
NICHOLS, LEO J. PIRCHER, MICHAEL E. SCHEINBERG, 
STEPHANIE C. SILVERS

Proskauer Rose | Los Angeles, CA 
LOUIS P. EATMAN, DOUGLAS B. FRANK

Rutan & Tucker | Costa Mesa, CA 
RANDALL M. BABBUSH

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
PAMELA LYNNE WESTHOFF, ROBERT E. WILLIAMS

Sidley Austin | Los Angeles, CA 
BRUCE W. FRASER, PAUL R. WALKER

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom | Los Angeles, CA 
RAND S. APRIL, ALLAN G. MUTCHNIK

Snell & Wilmer | Costa Mesa, CA 
JOSEPH L. COLEMAN, STEVEN A. MCHOLM

Snell & Wilmer | Los Angeles, CA 
CARY D. JONES

The Law Offices of Frank J. Delany | Riverside, CA 
FRANK J. DELANY

SECURITIES LAW

Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis | Irvine, CA 
KEITH P. BISHOP

Eisner, Frank & Kahan | Beverly Hills, CA 
ROBERT L. KAHAN

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
JENNIFER BELLAH MAGUIRE, KAREN E. BERTERO, DHIYA 
EL-SADEN, JONATHAN K. LAYNE

Greenberg Glusker | Los Angeles, CA 
RONALD K. FUJIKAWA

Hughes Hubbard & Reed | Los Angeles, CA 
THEODORE H. LATTY

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
IAN WIENER

Keesal, Young & Logan | Long Beach, CA 
MICHAEL M. GLESS

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
J. SCOTT HODGKINS, PAMELA B. KELLY, JULIAN T. H. 
KLEINDORFER, CYNTHIA A. ROTELL, EDWARD 
SONNENSCHEIN, JR., MARK A. STEGEMOELLER

Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell | Los Angeles, CA 
NEAL H. BROCKMEYER

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Los Angeles, CA 
THEODORE E. GUTH

Mayer Brown | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES R. WALTHER

McDermott Will & Emery | Los Angeles, CA 
JOEL M. BERNSTEIN

Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy | Los Angeles, CA 
KENNETH J. BARONSKY

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN F. HARTIGAN

Morrison & Foerster | Los Angeles, CA 
HILLEL T. COHN

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
STEVEN L. GROSSMAN

O’Melveny & Myers | Newport Beach, CA 
GARY J. SINGER

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT R. CARLSON

Quateman | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL J. CONNELL

RL Fein | Los Angeles, CA 
RONALD L. FEIN

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom | Los Angeles, CA 
BRIAN J. MCCARTHY, GREGG A. NOEL, NICHOLAS P. 
SAGGESE

Sullivan & Cromwell | Los Angeles, CA 
PATRICK S. BROWN, FRANK H. GOLAY, JR., ALISON S. 
RESSLER

TroyGould | Los Angeles, CA 
DALE E. SHORT

SPORTS LAW

Jeffer, Mangels, Butler & Marmaro | Los Angeles, CA 
MARK M. ROSENTHAL

Shernoff Bidart Darras  
& Echeverria | Claremont, CA
FRANK N. DARRAS
909.621.4935 | Pages 4-5

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom | Los Angeles, CA 
DOUGLAS B. ADLER

STRUCTURED FINANCE LAW

Bingham McCutchen | Los Angeles, CA 
SANDRA LEE MONTGOMERY

Perkins Coie | Los Angeles, CA 
MARK BIRNBAUM

Charles has tried cases as complex  
as trade secrets in aluminum roof 
vents involving international  

conglomerates and small vulnerable  
insolvent companies (O’Hagin v. Redline  
Inc and Monair Inc) and as innovative  as 
imposing a duty of care on traffic officers 
(Lugtu v. CHP]). From Santa Rosa in the 
north to Vista in the south, Barstow in the 
east and Santa Monica in the west, Charles 
has tried major jury trials in those Superior 
Courts and most counties in between and 
has many appellate decisions to his credit. 
The two framed quotes of his idol Sir 
Thomas More, the 1st on the Law from A 
Man for All Seasons; the 2nd on Jewels and 

Wealth from Utopia, were given to him by Chief Justice Rose Bird in appreciation for his work on 
behalf of the Independence of the Judiciary. The watch on his right wrist a ‘Patek Phillipe’ was 
given to him by a former client for his work in obtaining a $20 million judgment in the first post 
Tameny wrongful discharge case in California (McCullough v. S&H Green Stamps). The client was a 
marine in the first wave on some of the major island campaigns in the Pacific in World War II, 
including the very island on which Charles was stationed when he was in the Marines. The watch is 
inscribed “your friendship is 4 stars on a Marine”. The plaque is an honor bestowed on Charles in 
appreciation for “your outstanding contribution to the public interest through your work in 
Wollersheim v. Church of Scientology”, which spanned 3 continents, over 25 lawsuits, and 25 years 
of litigation, without generating any fees for Charles. And that is what being a lawyer in the image 
of Thomas More is all about—OBTAINING JUSTICE WHICH OFTEN IS ITS OWN REWARD.

LAW OFFICES OF CHARLES B. O’REILLY

C H A R L E S  B .  O ’ R E I L L Y
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T R U S T S  
A N D  E S TAT E S

Linda J. Retz is certified as a 
specialist in estate planning, 
trust and probate law by the 
State Bar of California Board 
of Legal Specialization. She 
is also a member of the State 

Bar’s Estate Planning, Trust and Probate Law 
Advisory Commission. Her practice includes all 
facets of estate and related tax planning, trust 
administrations and the representation of  
fiduciaries and beneficiaries in probate court.

Ms. Retz has lectured and written extensively, 
including for the U.S.C. Tax Institute, the U.S.C. 
Trust and Estate Conference, the UCLA/CEB 
Estate Planning Institute and the California CPA 
Education Foundation. The publishers of  
Los Angeles magazine and Law & Politics  
magazine have listed her as a California  
Super Lawyer every year since the first  
publication of the list in 2004.

LINDA J. RETZ, ATTORNEY AT LAW 
21535 Hawthorne Boulevard, Suite 200 
Torrance, CA 90503 
ph: 310.944.9700 fax: 310.944.9722 
www.ljratty.com

LINDA J. RETZ

C O L L A B O R AT I V E  L A W : 
F A M I LY  L A W,  F A M I LY 
L A W  M E D I AT I O N
Frederick J. Glassman is a 
founding partner of Mayer & 
Glassman Law Corporation. 
He is President of the Los 
Angeles Collaborative Family 
Law Association and recipient 

of the 2008 State of California Collaborative 
Practice Eureka Award.  Fred has authored local 
and national articles and teaches alternative dis-
pute resolution courses in family law for UCLA 
Extension. Fred has appeared on Time Warner 
Public Television shows. He is a frequent speaker 
and panel member for the American Bar 
Association and the International Academy of 
Collaborative Professionals. Fred serves on the 
Board of Directors for the California Dispute 
Resolution Council and is an Official Registered 
Observer for the Uniform Collaborative Law Act. 
He is listed in Martidale-Hubbell’s Bar Register of 
Preeminent Lawyers with their highest AV-Rating 
in legal ability and ethical standards.

MAYER & GLASSMAN LAW CORP.
12400 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 400
Los Angeles, CA 90025
ph: 310.207.0007 fax: 310.207.3578
www.mglawcorp.com
fglassman@mglawcorp.com

FREDERICK J. GLASSMAN

A LT E R N AT I V E 
D I S P U T E  R E S O L U T I O N
Victoria Pynchon is a mediator 
with ADR Services, Inc. in 
Century City, California and an 
arbitrator with the American 
Arbitration Association’s 
Expedited Commercial Panel. 
She is a member of the presti-

gious Panel of Distinguished Neutrals at the 
International Institute of Conflict Prevention and 
Resolution and a graduate (LL.M) of the world-re-
nowned Straus Institute where she serves as an 
Adjunct Faculty member.  Ms. Pynchon mediates 
and arbitrates the same type of complex com-
mercial litigation that she handled during her 
twenty-five years of legal practice at such firms as 
Hancock Rothert (now Duane Morris); Buchalter, 
Nemer; and, Pepper, Hamilton & Scheetz, includ-
ing IP, securities fraud, antitrust, and catastrophic 
insurance coverage claims in the import-export, 
manufacturing, garment, entertainment, financial 
and health care industries. 

ADR SERVICES, INC.
1900 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 250
Los Angeles, CA 90067
ph: 310.201.0010
www.negotiationlawblog.com
www.ipadrblog.com
vpynchon@adrservices.org

VICTORIA PYNCHON, ESQ.

M E D I C A L 
M A L P R A C T I C E  L A W, 
P E R S O N A L  I N J U R Y 
L I T I G AT I O N
Sean earned a combined 
JD/MBA from USC Law and 
Business Schools in 1981. 
Since 1985, he has special-

ized in representing plaintiffs in catastrophic 
personal injury, medical malpractice, and 
product liability cases. He has obtained over 
$60 million for his clients in the last 10 years. 
He holds an AV-rating from Martindale-
Hubbell, is listed inThe Best Lawyers in 
America®, was rated in the Top 5 Lawyers in 
Orange County by OC Metro/Avvo, has been 
named a Southern California Super Lawyer 
for 6 years and was listed in the Top 50 
Lawyers in Orange County for 2007 and 2009. 
He received the Top Gun Award for Medical 
Malpractice Trial Lawyer of the Year for 2005 
and 2009 by the OCTLA.

LAW OFFICES OF SEAN M. BURKE
9210 Irvine Center Drive
Irvine, CA 92618
ph: 949.644.3434 fax: 949.644.3433

sean@seanmburke.com

SEAN M. BURKE

F A M I LY  L A W

Neal Raymond Hersh is a 
partner at the Beverly Hills 
based firm of Hersh, Mannis 
& Bogen, specializing  
exclusively in family law and 
related matters. A Certified 
Family Law Specialist, Mr. 

Hersh is a past-Chair of the Beverly Hills Bar 
Association Family Law Section and is a  
member of Family Law Sections of the 
American Bar Association, State Bar and the 
Los Angeles County Bar. He is a member of 
the American and International Academies of 
Matrimonial Lawyers and is a sought-after  
lecturer. He has appeared on such shows as 
Good Morning America, Larry King Live,  
The Today Show, AM Los Angeles, Dr. Phil and 
Celebrity Justice and on networks such as 
CNN and CNBC. Mr. Hersh enjoys writing and 
has penned a comedy relating to family law 
which has been sold to a major movie studio.

HERSH, MANNIS & BOGEN, LLP
9150 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 209
Beverly Hills, CA 90212
ph: 310.786.1910 fax: 310.786.1917
www.hershmannis.com
nhersh@hershmannis.com

NEAL RAYMOND HERSH

L A B O R  A N D 
E M P L O Y M E N T  L A W

Toni Jaramilla is a labor and 
employment attorney whose 
office is based in Los Angeles. 
She believes in creating  
positive social change through 
tenacious advocacy on behalf 

of workers. Through the cases she litigates,  
Ms. Jaramilla holds companies accountable for 
the harm they have caused her clients, while 
compelling stronger enforcement of anti-harass-
ment and discrimination policies for the entire 
workforce. For over 15 years, she has represent-
ed hundreds of clients involving harassment,  
discrimination, retaliation, wrongful termination 
and unpaid wages such as overtime. She  
litigates in both state and federal court and has 
successfully argued before the California Court 
of Appeals. She is a frequent speaker regarding 
employment law and is a board member of the 
California Employment Lawyers Association.

LAW OFFICES OF  
TONI J. JARAMILLA
10100 Santa Monica Boulevard, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA 90067
ph: 310.551.3020 fax: 310.551.3019

TONI J. JARAMILLA

F A M I LY  L A W 
M E D I AT I O N

As a Certified Family Law 
Specialist, Michelle (“Mickey”) 
Katz devotes her practice 
exclusively to non-litigation 
conflict resolution services in 
family law, including media-

tion, mediation-related services, and collabora-
tive law. She is Membership Chair of the ABA 
Section of Dispute Resolution and a member of 
its Council. Ms. Katz is a Director and Past-
President of the California Dispute Resolution 
Council (CDRC), and a former chair of the 
California State Bar Committee on Alternative 
Dispute Resolution. She is one of the founders 
of the Los Angeles Collaborative Family Law 
Association, and is a frequent speaker on media-
tion and collaborative practice. Holding an 
AV-rating from Martindale-Hubbell, Ms. Katz has 
been selected by her peers for inclusion in The 
Best Lawyers in America® and Super Lawyers.

LAW & MEDIATION OFFICES OF 
MICHELLE KATZ
1925 Century Park East, Suite 2000
Los Angeles, CA 90067
ph: 310.277.2236 fax: 310.277.7065
KatzMedi8s@aol.com

MICHELLE “MICKEY” KATZ

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  T R A D E 
A N D  F I N A N C E  L AW
U.S. and International 
Business, Corporate And 
Real Estate Law 
Peter Gelles acts as advisor to 
U.S. and international clients in 
regard to business and real 

estate matters. He received his law degree from 
Oxford University and is admitted to practice in 
California, the U.K. and Hong Kong. He is 
Chairman of InterCounsel, a network of interna-
tional lawyers in North and South America, 
Europe and Asia, and a past Chair of the 
California State Bar’s International Law Section, 
the Los Angeles County Bar’s Real Property 
Section, and ABA Committees on International 
Real Estate Investment and Secured 
Transactions, and he is an advisor to the ABA’s 
Task Force on Transactional Legal Practice. Mr. 
Gelles has been published and participated in 
numerous seminars at various venues in the 
United States, Europe and Asia, and he is a 
Board member and active supporter of  
numerous non-profit arts organizations.

PETER A. GELLES
P.O. Box 18498, Beverly Hills, CA 90209
ph: 310.201.7900 fax: 310.201.7925
pag@petergelles.com

PETER A. GELLES

N O N - W H I T E - C O L L A R 
C R I M I N A L  D E F E N S E , 
W H I T E - C O L L A R 
C R I M I N A L  D E F E N S E
Jennifer L. Keller is one of 
Orange County’s top criminal 
defense lawyers, with over 150 
jury trials to verdict, from white 

collar to murder. She has been selected by her 
peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers In 
America®, named to The Los Angeles & San 
Francisco Daily Journals’ “Top 100 Lawyers in 
California” (2009, 2007), “The 100 Most Influential 
Lawyers in California” (2001), “California’s Top 
Women Litigators” (2007) and “California’s Top 30 
Women Litigators” (2002), LA Magazine’s Super 
Lawyers (Top Criminal Defense, Top 50 Women, 
Top 50 Orange County Lawyers). She is the past-
President of the Orange County Bar Association, 
and Orange County Trial Lawyers Criminal 
Defense Attorney of the Year. She earned her AB 
at the University of California, Berkeley (1975), and 
her JD at UC Hastings (1978).

KELLER RACKAUCKAS LLP
18500 Von Karman, Suite 560
Irvine, CA  92612
ph: 949.476.8700 fax: 949.476.0900 
keller@krlawllp.com           

JENNIFER L. KELLER

A LT E R N AT I V E  D I S P U T E 
R E S O L U T I O N , L A B O R 
A N D  E M P L OY M E N T  L AW

During his forty years of 
practicing labor and 
employment law in Los 
Angeles, James Adler 
became an early advocate 

of resolving disputes through mediation and 
arbitration. His consistent approach has been 
as a problem-solver. After four part-time 
years as a neutral applying 11 major labor 
and employment laws to the employees of 
the United States Congress, he began to do  
neutral work as part of his practice at Irell & 
Manella. In July 2005, Mr. Adler withdrew 
from the active practice of law to become  
a full time mediator and arbitrator. As a  
mediator he has assisted parties in resolving 
a wide variety of employment and contractual 
disputes.

JAMES N. ADLER
AdlerADR
1034 Selby Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90024-3106
ph: 310.209.8548  fax: 866.400.3972
www.adleradr.com
jadler@adleradr.com

JAMES N. ADLER

L A B O R  & 
E M P L O Y M E N T  L AW
Alternative Dispute
Resolution
Steve Rottman is a tireless 
mediator who brings a fresh 
approach to brokering  
settlements. Steve spent most 
of his career as a trial lawyer 

representing both employees and employers in 
complex work-related disputes. He understands 
what drives disputes and why they are so hard to 
resolve without the help of a mediator. Steve has 
helped countless attorneys and their clients 
break impasse and reach resolution without the 
pain, risk, and cost of continued litigation. 
Licensed as an attorney in California and 
Colorado, Steve graduated from Harvard Law 
School with honors in 1990 and Duke University, 
summa cum laude, in 1985. He is recognized as 
a Member of the California Academy of 
Distinguished Neutrals and is AV-rated by 
Martindale-Hubbell for professional excellence 
and ethical standards.

ROTTMAN LAW AND MEDIATION
1888 Century Park East, Suite 1000
Los Angeles, CA  90067
ph: 310.751.0114
www.steverottman.com
mediate@steverottman.com

STEVEN J. ROTTMAN, ESQ.

A LT E R N AT I V E 
D I S P U T E  R E S O L U T I O N
Unlike many other neutrals, 
Emily Boyle’s 30 years of legal 
experience has given her a 
unique perspective to dispute 
resolution from all sides of the 
conflict; that of Fortune 500  

in-house employment counsel, defense counsel, 
plaintiff’s counsel and appellate counsel. This 
background allows her to connect with attor-
neys, empathize with their clients, gain the trust 
of all parties and effectively bring the case to 
resolution. Ms. Boyle’s focus for the past  
7 years has been primarily to serve as a  
neutral in employment, wage & hour, contract, 
real estate and commercial litigation cases. 
She is available as an arbitrator and mediator 
privately and through the American 
Arbitration Association Employment Law/
Commercial panel and the Los Angeles 
Superior Court ADR program party pay panel.

EMILY BOYLE  
DISPUTE RESOLUTION
One Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2200
Los Angeles, CA 90017
ph: 213.629.8720 fax: 213.629.8722
www.emilyboyle-disputeresolution.com
erboyle@aol.com

EMILY BOYLE
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TAX LAW

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld | Los Angeles, CA 
SCOTT H. RACINE

Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis | Los Angeles, CA 
THOMAS W. HENNING

Ambrecht & Associates | Santa Barbara, CA 
JOHN W. AMBRECHT

Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo | Cerritos, CA 
JOHN E. JAMES

Bohm, Matsen, Kegel & Aguilera | Costa Mesa, CA 
JEFFREY R. MATSEN

Ernst & Young | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM P. WASSERMAN, WILLIAM S. WOODS II

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
HATEF BEHNIA, PAUL S. ISSLER

Greenberg Glusker | Los Angeles, CA 
C. BRUCE LEVINE

Greenberg Traurig | Irvine, CA 
JEFFREY C. JOY

Greenberg Traurig | Santa Monica, CA 
CAROL G. PERRIN, SANFORD C. PRESANT

Hochman, Salkin, Rettig, Toscher & Perez | Beverly Hills, CA 
DENNIS L. PEREZ, CHARLES P. RETTIG, EDWARD M. 
ROBBINS, JR., AVRAM SALKIN, STEVEN R. TOSCHER

Hoffman, Sabban & Watenmaker | Los Angeles, CA 
PAUL GORDON HOFFMAN

Holland & Knight | Los Angeles, CA 
M. KATHARINE DAVIDSON

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
ELLIOT G. FREIER, PAUL N. FRIMMER, MILTON B. HYMAN, 
JOEL RABINOVITZ

Jones Day | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID S. BOYCE, JAMES F. CHILDS, JR.

Kajan Mather and Barish | Beverly Hills, CA 
KENNETH M. BARISH, ELLIOTT H. KAJAN, STEVEN R. 
MATHER

Kaye Scholer | Los Angeles, CA 
MICHAEL D. FERNHOFF

Latham & Watkins | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN J. CLAIR, JR.

Law Offices of A. Lavar Taylor | Santa Ana, CA 
A. LAVAR TAYLOR

Law Offices of Edwin G. Schuck, Jr. | Los Angeles, CA 
EDWIN G. SCHUCK, JR.

Loeb & Loeb | Los Angeles, CA 
C. DAVID ANDERSON, TERENCE FLOYD CUFF, THOMAS N. 
LAWSON, PAUL A. SCZUDLO

McKenna Long & Aldridge | Los Angeles, CA 
DUDLEY M. LANG

McPeters McAlearney Shimoff & Hatt | Redlands, CA 
PAUL M. SHIMOFF

Mirau, Edwards, Cannon, Harter & Lewin | Redlands, CA 
JOHN K. MIRAU

Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp | Los Angeles, CA 
DAVID WHEELER NEWMAN

Moore & Associates | Santa Ana, CA 
TERRENCE J. MOORE

Morrison & Foerster | Los Angeles, CA 
GARY W. MAEDER

Munger, Tolles & Olson | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT K. JOHNSON, STEPHEN D. ROSE

Musick, Peeler & Garrett | Los Angeles, CA 
J. PATRICK WHALEY

O’Melveny & Myers | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT BLASHEK

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Los Angeles, CA 
NANCY L. IREDALE

Proskauer Rose | Los Angeles, CA 
MITCHELL M. GASWIRTH, RAJ TANDEN

Rodi, Pollock, Pettker, Galbraith & Cahill | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM R. CHRISTIAN

Rutan & Tucker | Costa Mesa, CA 
PAUL F. MARX

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom | Los Angeles, CA 
MOSHE J. KUSHMAN

Snell & Wilmer | Costa Mesa, CA 
ROGER A. GRAD

Stroock & Stroock & Lavan | Los Angeles, CA 
SCHUYLER M. MOORE

Stutman, Treister & Glatt | Los Angeles, CA 
MARK S. WALLACE

Taylor, Simonson & Winter | Claremont, CA 
MARSHALL W. TAYLOR

TECHNOLOGY LAW

Greenberg Glusker | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD E. NEFF

Greenberg Traurig | Santa Monica, CA 
IAN C. BALLON

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
MORGAN CHU, BENJAMIN W. HATTENBACH

Morrison & Foerster | Los Angeles, CA 
RUSSELL G. WEISS

TRUSTS AND ESTATES

Anglin, Flewelling, Rasmussen, Campbell 
& Trytten | Pasadena, CA
STEVEN E. TRYTTEN
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Ambrecht & Associates | Santa Barbara, CA 
JOHN W. AMBRECHT

Brucker & Morra | Los Angeles, CA 
ALEX M. BRUCKER

Bryan Cave | Santa Monica, CA 
LAWRENCE H. HELLER

P E R S O N A L  I N J U R Y 
L I T I G AT I O N , 
M E D I C A L 
M A L P R A C T I C E  L A W
N. Denise Taylor, founding 
partner of Taylor Blessey LLP 
in Los Angeles, embraces 
her reputation as a tough 

and passionate advocate. She has successful-
ly tried over 100 cases in her career, many of 
them involving birth injuries and other cata-
strophic damages. Ms. Taylor has been rec-
ognized as a Top 50 Female SuperLawyer, a 
top female litigator by the  Los Angeles Daily 
Journal, and Trial Attorney of the Year by 
O’Brien’s Evaluator. She serves on the Board 
of Directors of the ASCDC, and on the 
ABOTA National Board of Directors. Taylor 
Blessey LLP specializes in the defense of doc-
tors, hospitals, and other health care provid-
ers in medical malpractice, medical staff privi-
lege and medical board cases, and appeals. 

TAYLOR BLESSEY, LLP
300 South Grand Avenue, 14th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90071
ph: 213.687.1600 fax: 213.687.1620
dtaylor@taylorblessey.com

N. DENISE TAYLOR

I N T E L L E C T U A L 
P R O P E R T Y  L A W
Business/Commercial 
Litigation, Defamation
Since leaving his position as 
the West Coast Vice President 
of Law for NBC in 1990, Don 
Zachary has been involved in 

large case litigation and transactions in the areas 
of intellectual property, entertainment and  
communications law. Mr. Zachary is honored to 
represent owners of intellectual property in the 
acquisition and protection of their assets, negoti-
ating on behalf of clients for the exploitation of 
intellectual property assets and, when necessary, 
protecting those assets in the Copyright Office, 
the Patent and Trademark Office or the courts. 
Mr. Zachary graduated from the University of 
Virginia Law School and represents a wide vari-
ety of clients, from individuals to internationally 
recognized companies. He currently serves as 
Adjunct Professor in the Annenberg School for 
Communications, teaching Media Law.

LAW OFFICES OF  
DONALD L. ZACHARY
371 Brockmont Drive, Glendale, CA 91202
ph: 818.637.2495 fax: 818.549.0524

DONALD L. ZACHARY

E M P L O Y E E  B E N E F I T S 
L A W,  T R U S T S  
A N D  E S TAT E S
 
Steven E. Trytten , Esq.,  
CPA, MBA, is a nationally  
recognized authority on 
sophisticated tax and estate 
planning. He lectures across 

the country, has contributed numerous articles  
to professional publications, and is frequently 
quoted in publications such as The Wall Street 
Journal and Forbes magazine. Steve is a Fellow 
of the American College of Trust and Estate 
Counsel (“ACTEC”), and a “Certified Specialist” 
in both Taxation and Estate Planning and 
Probate Law (by the Board of Legal 
Specialization of the State Bar of California). 
Steve also serves as a member of the Editorial 
Advisory Board for Trust & Estates Magazine. 
When Steve takes a break from the creative tax 
planning he provides his clients, he might be 
found playing piano at one of L.A.’s jazz clubs.

ANGLIN FLEWELLING RASMUSSEN 
CAMPBELL & TRYTTEN LLP
199 South Los Robles Avenue, Suite 600
Pasadena, CA 91101
ph: 626.535.1900 fax: 626.577.7764

STEVEN E. TRYTTEN

F A M I LY  L A W
Peter M. Walzer is the  
founding partner of Walzer & 
Melcher LLP. He specializes  
in high stakes family law  
litigation. Mr. Walzer is certi-
fied by the California Board of 
Legal Specialization, State Bar 
of California as a Specialist in 

Family Law and he was President of the 
Association of Certified Family Law Specialists. 
Mr. Walzer is a former chair of the Family Law 
Section of the State Bar of California, and he is 
immediate past-President of the Southern 
California Chapter of the American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers. Mr. Walzer was named 
Family Law Person of the Year 2009 by The 
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers 
Southern California Chapter. He has published 
articles on complex family law issues and is the 
author of the chapter on Premarital Agreements 
in CEB’s treatise, Marital Settlement and Other 
Family Law Agreements.

WALZER & MELCHER LLP
21700 Oxnard Street, Suite 2080 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
ph: 818.591.3700 fax: 818.591.3774  
www.californiadivorce.com
pmw@walzermelcher.com

PETER M. WALZER

To order reprints of Southern California’s Best Lawyers,  
please contact 877.257.3382 or  

reprintscustomerservice@alm.com

C R I M I N A L  D E F E N S E : 
N O N - W H I T E - C O L L A R , 
C R I M I N A L  D E F E N S E : 
W H I T E - C O L L A R 
Victor Sherman founded 
Sherman & Sherman along 
with Janet Sherman in 1984, 
having practiced law since 

1966. Mr. Sherman has tried hundreds of cases  
in both federal and state courts. Recent victories 
in the last 18 months include acquittals in a  
federal wiretap case involving 65 kilos of 
cocaine, an acquittal by a Federal Judge in a 
complex RICO case, and an acquittal of an  
attorney in state court on six counts of fraud and 
perjury. Mr. Sherman has argued before the 
United States Supreme Court (United States v. 
$8,850) and Court of Appeal in many federal  
circuits. Mr. Sherman conceived of and began 
sponsoring the yearly Aspen Advanced Criminal 
Law Seminar in 1980. He can be seen regularly 
on media outlets providing legal commentary 
on today’s hottest cases.

VICTOR SHERMAN & JANET
SHERMAN A PROFESSIONAL  
LAW CORPORATION
2115 Main Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405
ph: 310.399.3259 fax: 310.392.9029
www.shermanshermanlaw.com

VICTOR SHERMAN, ESQ.
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Calleton Merritt De Francisco & Real-Salas | Pasadena, CA 
THEODORE E. CALLETON, VALERIE J. MERRITT

Casey & Richards | Newport Beach, CA 
JAMES B. MACDONALD

Darling Hall & Rae | Manhattan Beach, CA 
MATTHEW S. RAE, JR.

Davis & Whalen | Valley Village, CA 
EDMOND R. DAVIS, MICHAEL R. WHALEN

Edwards, Ashton & Gin | Glendale, CA 
ERIC ANDREW ASHTON, JR.

Fay Blix | Laguna Hills, CA 
FAY BLIX

Feinberg, Mindel, Brandt & Klein | Los Angeles, CA 
HOWARD KLEIN

Finestone & Richter | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM FINESTONE

Freeman, Freeman & Smiley | Irvine, CA 
JESSICA DORMAN - DAVIS, JOSEPH C. OBEGI

Fulbright & Jaworski | Los Angeles, CA 
HARRY L. HATHAWAY

George-Cyr | San Luis Obispo, CA 
J. KEITH GEORGE

Greenberg Glusker | Los Angeles, CA 
ROBERT BENNETT, JON J. GALLO, ARNOLD D. KAHN, 
MARC M. STERN

Hahn & Hahn | Pasadena, CA 
CLARK R. BYAM, SUSAN T. HOUSE, MARC R. ISAACSON, 
WILLIAM S. JOHNSTONE, JR., KARL I. SWAIDAN

Hinojosa & Wallet | Los Angeles, CA 
LYNARD C. HINOJOSA, ANDREW M. WALLET

Hirsch Wallerstein Matlof & Fishman | Los Angeles, CA 
GERALDINE S. HEMMERLING

Hoffman, Sabban & Watenmaker | Los Angeles, CA 
JERYLL S. COHEN, PAUL GORDON HOFFMAN, NINA M. 
SABBAN, ALAN S. WATENMAKER, KENNETH S. WOLF, 
GERALDINE A. WYLE

Holland & Knight | Los Angeles, CA 
BRUCE S. ROSS

Irell & Manella | Los Angeles, CA 
PAUL N. FRIMMER

Jeffer, Mangels, Butler & Marmaro | Los Angeles, CA 
BURTON A. MITCHELL

Karlin & Peebles | Beverly Hills, CA 
JANE PEEBLES

Katten Muchin Rosenman | Los Angeles, CA 
ABBY L.T. FEINMAN, CAROL A. JOHNSTON

Law Office of Michael V. Vollmer | Newport Beach, CA 
MICHAEL V. VOLLMER

Law Office Russell G. Allen | Corona del Mar, CA 
RUSSELL G. ALLEN

Law Offices of Jack A. Rameson, III | Woodland Hills, CA 
JACK A. RAMESON III

Linda J. Retz | Torrance, CA
LINDA J. RETZ
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Loeb & Loeb | Los Angeles, CA 
LEAH M. BISHOP, ANDREW S. GARB, JEFFREY M. LOEB, 
DAVID C. NELSON, ADAM F. STREISAND,  
STUART P. TOBISMAN

Luce, Forward, Hamilton & Scripps | Los Angeles, CA 
JOHN T. ROGERS, JR.

McDermott Will & Emery | Los Angeles, CA 
JONATHAN C. LURIE

Michelle West | Garden Grove, CA 
MICHELLE WEST

Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp | Los Angeles, CA 
SUSAN A. BEVERIDGE, ALLAN B. CUTROW,  
DAVID WHEELER NEWMAN

Munger, Tolles & Olson | Los Angeles, CA 
STEVEN L. GUISE

Musick, Peeler & Garrett | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES M. HASSAN, SUSAN J. HAZARD,  
EDWARD A. LANDRY

Oldman, Cooley, Sallus, Gold, Birnberg  
& Coleman | Encino, CA 
JAMES R. BIRNBERG, MARSHAL A. OLDMAN, MARC L. 
SALLUS

Overton, Lyman & Prince | Los Angeles, CA 
RICHARD L. STACK

Proskauer Rose | Los Angeles, CA 
MITCHELL M. GASWIRTH, ANDREW M. KATZENSTEIN

Robert A. Schlesinger | Palm Springs, CA 
ROBERT A. SCHLESINGER

Rodi, Pollock, Pettker, Galbraith & Cahill | Los Angeles, CA 
WILLIAM R. CHRISTIAN, JOHN D. PETTKER

Rodriguez, Horii, Choi & Cafferata | Los Angeles, CA 
REYNOLDS T. CAFFERATA

Rutan & Tucker | Costa Mesa, CA 
PAUL F. MARX

Sandra J. Chan | Santa Barbara, CA 
SANDRA J. CHAN

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Costa Mesa, CA 
RANDOLPH B. GODSHALL

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton | Los Angeles, CA 
JOSEPH G. GORMAN, JR., NANCY HOWARD

Sinsheimer Juhnke Lebens & McIvor | San Luis Obispo, CA 
WARREN A. SINSHEIMER III

Snell & Wilmer | Costa Mesa, CA 
DAVID W. EVANS, TIMOTHY J. KAY

Weinstock, Manion, Reisman, Shore  
& Neumann | Los Angeles, CA
SUSSAN H. SHORE
310.553.8844 | Page 25

VENTURE CAPITAL LAW

Dana M. Warren | Pasadena, CA 
DANA M. WARREN

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Los Angeles, CA 
BRADFORD P. WEIRICK

WATER LAW

Best Best & Krieger | Riverside, CA 
ARTHUR L. LITTLEWORTH, GREGORY K. WILKINSON

Bingham McCutchen | Los Angeles, CA 
JAMES J. DRAGNA

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck | Los Angeles, CA 
SCOTT S. SLATER

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck | Santa Barbara, CA 
ROBERT J. SAPERSTEIN

Latham & Watkins | Costa Mesa, CA 
PAUL N. SINGARELLA

Rutan & Tucker | Costa Mesa, CA 
RICHARD G. MONTEVIDEO

The Law Offices of Young Wooldridge | Bakersfield, CA 
SCOTT K. KUNEY

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION LAW

Baziak & Steevens | Santa Ana, CA 
DAVID J. BAZIAK

Gordon, Edelstein, Krepack, Grant, Felton  
& Goldstein | Los Angeles, CA 
MARK EDELSTEIN, RICHARD I. FELTON, IRWIN L. 
GOLDSTEIN, SHERRY E. GRANT

Kegel, Tobin & Truce | Long Beach, CA 
W. JOSEPH TRUCE

Law Office of William A. Herreras | Grover Beach, CA 
WILLIAM A. HERRERAS

Lerner, Moore, Strasser, Silva  
& Cunningham | San Bernardino, CA 
LAURENCE R. LERNER

Lloyd B. Rowe | Irvine, CA 
LLOYD B. ROWE

Ozurovich & Schwartz | Torrance, CA 
MICHAEL A. OZUROVICH

Rose, Klein & Marias | Los Angeles, CA 
G. RONALD FEENBERG, MARVIN N. SHAPIRO

Rose, Klein & Marias | Ontario, CA 
ROBERT I. VINES

The Law Office of Donald S. Lucien | Encino, CA 
DONALD S. LUCIEN

The Law Offices of Berkowitz & Cohen | Los Angeles, CA 
ELLIOT S. BERKOWITZ, SHELDON S. COHEN

The Law Offices of Lester J. Friedman | Beverly Hills, CA 
LESTER J. FRIEDMAN

Thomas F. Martin | Santa Ana, CA 
THOMAS F. MARTIN

Tobin Lucks | Woodland Hills, CA 
DONALD P. TOBIN

Wilson, Pesota & Fox | Palm Desert, CA 
JEFFREY M. WILSON

Woodward/White Inc. has used its best efforts in assembling material for this list 
but does not warrant that the information contained herein is complete or  
accurate. Neither Woodward/ White Inc. nor ALM Media, LLC (or either party’s 
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BROWNE GREENE
PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION

SINCE 1987

TIMOTHY J. WHEELER
PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION

SINCE 1995

CHRISTINE D. SPAGNOLI
PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION

PRODUCT LIABILITY LITIGATION
SINCE 2007

MARK T. QUIGLEY
PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION

SINCE 2007

GEOFFREY S. WELLS
PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION

PRODUCT LIABILITY LITIGATION
SINCE 2007

SCOTT H. CARR
PRODUCT LIABILITY LITIGATION

SINCE 2010

A PLAINTIFF’S LAW FIRM
T: 310 576 1200 / 866 576 1200   F : 310 576 1220   WWW.GREENE-BROILLET.COM  

100 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD,  21ST FLOOR   P.O. BOX 2131   SANTA MONICA, CA 90407-2131

[GREENE BROILLET & WHEELER ,  LLP]

GREENE BROILLET & WHEELER, LLP
WE’RE HONORED TO BE RECOGNIZED IN BEST LAWYERS

RANKED #1 IN CALIFORNIA IN PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION — 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010
RANKED #1 IN SANTA MONICA IN PROFESSIONAL MALPRACTICE LAW — 2008, 2009, 2010

RANKED #1 IN SANTA MONICA PRODUCT LIABILITY LITIGATION — 2008, 2009, 2010

][ Some people dream of success...
while others wake up and work hard at it.

–AUTHOR UNKNOWN

BRUCE A. BROILLET
PERSONAL INJURY BEST LAWYER OF THE YEAR (LOS ANGELES)

2010

PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION
PRODUCT LIABILITY LITIGATION

PROFESSIONAL MALPRACTICE LAW 
SINCE 1987
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620 Newport Center Drive, 7th Floor, Newport Beach, CA 92660 

ROBINSON, CALCAGNIE & ROBINSON, INC.

The law firm of Robinson, Calcagnie & Robinson specializes in representing plaintiffs in cases involving catastrophic 

injury or wrongful death, as well as litigation arising from conduct causing substantial economic losses and damages. 

The firm is known as one of the leading products liability firms in the country, and its attorneys have built a reputation 

for success in all areas of civil litigation, including numerous high profile cases. In 1978, Mark P. Robinson, Jr., as  

co-counsel for the plaintiff in the landmark Ford Pinto fire case of Grimshaw v. Ford Motor Company, won an  

unprecedented $128 million award, which at that time was the largest jury verdict ever in a personal injury case.

Since then, Robinson, Calcagnie & Robinson has become known for providing the highest quality legal representa-
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